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T he Preface to the Reader. 


Reader, . TH Fe. 
- Here are many intereſts in this ative age 
S contended for; the Soveraign intereſt, 
the Kings Prerogative, the State inte- 
reſt, the Priviledges of Parliament, the popular 
intereſt, the ' Subjects Liberty ; there is one a- 
bove all theſe to be heeded; theinterelt of the 
Church;as more excellent ; thole civil, this {pi- 
ritual; thoſe the intereſts of men as men in 
their ſeverall ſtations, this the intereſt of the 
Saints. as Saints 3 thole making for apoliticall, 
this fora ſpirituall; thoſe for a momentany, this 
for cternall happineſle; this. che intereſt of 
Chriſt himlelfe, who 1s head of his Church al- 
well according to her viſible and miniſteriall, as 
her 1aviſible and {aving ſtate; and therfore he a- 
lone 1t 1s, who appoints her officers, adminiſtra- 
tions, lawes, priviledges, liberties in the grand + 
charter of his word;none of w®, may the higheſt 
upon earth, without crimen Leſe Majeſtatis, at- 
tempt againſt the Crown of Chriſt,te violate; 
Aa Neither 


Sa 
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Neither 15 this onely excellent above the reſt, 
but moſt advantageous to themzlIt ts not onely 
the picty, but the truc policy, of Kings, Parls. 
aments and people, to give due heed: to the ſet- 
ling of this, which fetled truly, ſettles all theirs 
ſurely and beautifully. Be wiſe now therefore Q ye 
Kings, be inſiruGied yee Fudges of the earth : Kifſſe 
the Son. Nay the obtaining of the kingdome of 
Chriſt in the world in all its claims, ſhall renew 
the face of the whole Creation, and make anew 
heaven and anew carrh. 

It hath been my endeavour in the inteprity 
of my heart({ofar as I have obtained mercy to- 
diſcern that deceitful piece)to enquire into the 


true Rate and order of the wvifible Church of 


Chriſt;and if I may, to bring ſomething,if but a 
little Goats haire towards the ſetting up of the 
Sanctuary ;One thing I havelabour'd, Fhopenot 
unuſetul,to bring down the enquiryparticularly 
to our conditioni in this Nation, that we might 
diſtinatly confider what after ſo many engage- 
_ mentsto the Lord,by his great works for us, by 


our ſolemn Covenant with him, lies upon us to- 


practiſe. No more; Only I have, e. 1f thou beeft 
faithfull , thy prayers; if ingenuous,thine indul- 
oence.where thou ſhalt finde ſhps. 

Thine in the ſervice of the Goſpel, . 
Rte. ReSBuRY, 


IEEDIIIESSESIIESEEDS: 
The Heads of this enſuing Diſcourſe 


are theſe cight Propoſitions or Inſtru- 
cons following. 


E. "THe true matter of the wiſuble Church 7s vt« 

feble Saints onely. 

H. Diſcipline is an Ordinance of Chriſt, for ordering 

the w1ſible Church in her ſeveral Congregations. 

HI. To the people of the Church it belongs by Di- 
eine right to chuſe their officers. 

TV. Chriſt hath committed the power of Diſcipline 
not to the Officers alone, but to the Church, that: 

z, to the Officers with the brotherhood. 

V. Theres is a Charch-power formally diſtin from- 
the Civil. 

VI. That Biſbops in office above Presbyters, areno 
Church officers of divine inſtitution, it 5 plead- 
ed by Jerome from Scripture and the higbeſt Go- 
ſpel-antiquity. 

VII. To a particular C _—_—_ of viſible Saints, 


A. 3 fu rnjſbed | 
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furniſhed with Officers, it belongs to exerciſe all 
parts of Diſcipline within it ſelfe. 

VIII. To a Congregation of wiſuble Saints, not yet 
poſſeſt of Officers,it belongs to poſſeſſe themſelves 


of them. 


The Tabernacle of God with Men. 
OR, 
The Viſible Church Reformed. 
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CHAP. EL 
The firſt Inſtruction. 
The true Matter of the Viſeble Church, is viſible 


Saints onely. 


Y viſible Saints, we underſtand with Becer,thoſe in. 
Whoſe converſation the neceſlary Signes of rege- 
neration appear. For clearing this ;. 
1, We do not mean that the regeneration of 
2 the Perſon can be certainly concluded from ſuch 
a converſation as we here require , becauſe the heart within may 
not be anſwerable ; therefore an hypocrite not diſcerned, may 
be the true matter of the viſible Church, | 
2. Bur our meaning is, that the converſation mult be ſuch, as: 
if the heart be anſwerable, ir is certaine the Perſon is regene- 
rate. To cleare this further by inſtance. Not only ſuch as are 
commoaly granted ſcandalous, are here ſhut out, in whoſe con- 
verfation as fin reignes, ſoin their heart; for ought that may 
appeare at.the lealt ; but ſuchalſo as we commonly call meer- 
ly civill honeſt men, becauſe though their hearts be anſwerable 
to their converſation, yerare they ſtrangers. to regeneration ;. 
- Propoſition thus cleared, we come to: Arguments. to cone 
Irme it, 


1.10 


c— ; 
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&c.but only ſuch as are viſibly regenerate, are in 


:. Tobe viſibly of the Church,is to be viſibly Abrahams ſeed ; 


to be viſibly e4braham: ſeed, isto be viſibly of his faith, and to 


be viſibly Chriſt's; Gal. 3. 29. Abraham; fleſh was to the Jewes 
the viſible bond of the Covenant; but to the Proſelytes, and to 


the Gentile Churches not his fleſh, but his faith, 


2. To be viſibly of the Church, isto be ſuch in the fight of men 
as they are in theſight of God, who ſhall indeed be ſaved; and 
therefore viſibly beleevers, and holy, the people of all the pro- 
miſes, of all the Priviledges of the Goſpel, therefore a juſtified, 
a ſan&ificd people, a people adopted, a people of Communion 


with God and Chriſt, a people of new obedience, a ſpiricuall 


people, &c, : 

3. To be the viſible Church of God, is to be viſibly his Tem- 
ple, viſibly an habitation for himſelfe by his ſpirit; Epheſ. 2. 21, 
22. but ſuch are only they who are viſibly regenerate. The Tem- 
ple was built of old of poliſht ſtones and coſtly timber, it re- 


.ceived only the clean ; the viſible Church now is his viſible Tem- 


ple , made up of lively ſtones into a ſpiricuall houſe, 1 Pex. 2. 5. 
to abide apart from the unclean , that the preſence of God may 


fill this Temple of his, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 17. 


4. From the end of the viſible Church ; which is, that God 
might have an holy people, teparate from the world, enjoying 
all Ordinances performing in feverall Congregations allſolemn 
worſhip to him, glorifying his name by the light of good works, 
meaſure fit- 
red for thele ends ; wicked men quite contrarily a d; there- 
Fore as he is in no wiſe to be owned for a Miniſter of the 


-Church, who is no way fitted for the ends of the miniſtery, but 


is manifeſtly contrary thereto; ſo neither are they-to be owned 
for members of the Church, who are qualified contrary to 
the ends of Church- Communion. 

5. From Scriptnre-patterne; who were they that were re- 
ceived by the Baptiſt and by the Apoſtles? Suchas being wrought 
upon by the word preachr, to an holy Profeſſion, forſaking 
falſe religions, confeſſing thgir (ins, profefſing their faith and re- 
pentance, defired to be fokemnly received , and that when the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion expoſed to great temprations 
inthe world, | 

7, Forthe Baptiſt, XLar. 3.6, itis amean conceit at the beſtz 

tQ 
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£0 think ſuch a Confeſſionthen ſerved the turne, as was palpably 
a Prophanationofche name of God, as giving 'no apparante 
hopes of repentance; letus hear the judgement of: ſome, the 
moſt approved and excellent Expolitors; Calvi» upon the place 
thus. This Confeſſion was a Teſtimony of repentance; -= that 
men may rightly ofter themſelves to baptiſme, the Confeſſion of 
fins 15 required of them ; otherwiſe che' whole ation was no- 
thing elſe but an idletoying;. furthermore ir is to be obſerved 
that who are here ſpoken of, were perſons come to years, who 
we know are not to be admitted promiſcuouſly of the Church, 
nor by baptiſme to be entred into_the body-of Chriſt, till they 
have firſt beeneryed. The ſame Calvinapon As 19. 18. having 
witnefled of thoſe there ſpoken of, that they did indeed teſtify 
that they were throughly affeRed with the ſerious fear of God, 
whodid of their own accord confeſle the crimes of their former 
life, leaſt by their diſlembling they ſhould inwardly nouritn tho 
wrath of God ; he addes concerning thoſe who came. to Fohns 
baptiſme, that by the Confeſſion of their fins, they made 'pro- 
feſſion that they were not feignedly entred into repent- 
ance, | by 
Beza upon the ſame place, viz. Afatth. 3.6, thus, They are 
ſaid by the Jewes to confeſle their finnes, who: acknowledge 
themſelves all manner of wayes to be ſinners, and ſeck for par- 
don from the mercy of God, as Dar. 9.3, &c. Hence it ap- 
Peares (ſaith he) that John admitted none to his Baptiſme but. 
ſuch as gave teſtimony that they ſeriouſly embraced the doftrine 
of the free remiſſion of finnes ; and ſuch a like publique confeſ(- 
fion was required of the Catechumens in the ancient Church, cal- 
led by the name of Exomologeſic. | 
Piſcator in his obſervations upon Aſatth. 3. v. 6,8, 10, ſpegks 
thus, Baptiſme is not to be applyecd to any of yeares, till he have 
firſt made confeſſion of his ſinnes, and of his faith in Chriſt, and 
further promiſe of an holy life : all theſe did ohn require” (faith 
he) of thoſe that cameto be baptizcd of him ; for the firſt, iris 
cleare, verſe 6.for the ſecond, it is manifeſt out of the words of, 
Paul, Atts 19.4. where he "__ fohnbaptized a —_ ; 
of repentance, ſaying to the people, that t ould beleeye up- 
on iy who ge, come after ohn himſoe, that is, Chniſt 
Jeſus, (Comparc e-M#s 8. 16.) For the thirdyit is evident from: 
idea Sa 


——— 


ans ern 1g 


varh 8. 10, of this third of fat which is particularly Jechated 
applyed to divers kinds of life, Zwke 3. 10. &c, - © 

Thus we ſec theſe excellent men, judicious and fincere in their 
peneration,gather'd no fuch (hwfling conclaions from the hiſtory 
of Fohns baprifm recorded in Scriptare,as many of oars are wont 
to gather, who plead the numbers recorded —REs 4s aft argue 
ment that he did, and we may recave into Church focicty all 
comers : for further diſcovery here , let us look into another 
Scripture, concerning Joby and thoſe received by him, together 
with the jadgemenss of thoſe excellent and trucearted Divines. 
upon the place ; the texr of Scripture is Afarrh, rr. tz, and it 
ſhewes how they were affected ar leaſt apparently who- came in 
ſo great numbers tobe baptized of Foln; compare it with Zake 
16.16. | 7 : ASS 

Piſcator here, It:{hewts the effect of obs DoArine, to wit, 
that many embraced thit DoArine with great zeale, and fo took 
the Kingdome of heaven as it were by force. 

Brza - The Kingdome of henven ſafferethwiotence. Th 
break incoit as it were by a'certaine force : for this treafure 0 
our heavenly father lies open (as it were) to all,carneſtly by eve- 
ry one to be laidkold'\upon, which te might ſeeme formerly to 
have hid, asit is nnfolded Row, 16. 25, 26, Which compared. 
with thiszextnow in-hand, we are given to underſtand, both how 
entrance into the Kingdome of heaven is oftered us, to- wit, by 
the preaching of the Gofpel, avd how offerd it is received. by us: 
traly by force- made wpon- our. ſelves for beleeving, and. by the 
perievering heat of zeal | 

T ake#t by force. Beza agnine, They ſnatch it to themfelves,or 
#hey ftorme it : a Metaphor takett from Tents, or from ſome Ca- 
Kle; which 1s formed by encmicsbreaking into it. So tha fer- 
vent:force of rhe ſpirir is{ignified,, by which: the Faithfull being 
ranſported, are cattied with earnieft defire and endeavour unto: 
erernal-[ife.. | ; | 

{abvin,1 There is no doabt but Chrift commends the majeſty 
of: the Goſpel apon this-groutid, that ir was fought after with 

the fervent deſire wokeades vour of. many; for. as God had: rai(- 
—_—_— robe rhe Herald of the kingdome of his Son, ſo he. 
put:the efficacy of the ſpirit .into his Dodrine, thar it ſhout. 
Piarve ne:the iearee of men, and (bonld kindle that theit hears: 


- a 
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be addes, fi fram theſe words of Chiiſt,we lrarae whit isehe _ 
nature and manner of faith, verily that men da not- coldly: and 
overly agree te Gad when he fpeakes to:them, but thac withan 
ardent affection they aſpire after him, and do as it "__ ym Vi= 
Qjent endeaygur break: through. 

Bucer, The rays pore by force; that rY y who are PX 
enflamed with defire af the-kingdome, thar'they caſt life and all 
things bebinde their backs, ſo they may be made panakersof the 
Galpel, 3nd.citizens of the kivgdome of heaven; then he re 
fegs this place to ZLoke 7.28;29.8 ads; thirpeopte, and theſe Pab.. 
licans, whe negledting all things, received Tith greateſt zeale' 
the woud of God Grit by Feþz, then by Chriſt and his diſciples, 
juſtifying God, that / is, axwell by free confeſlion of cheir fins, 
as with woſkearneft, nar leſfe acceptable embracing of offered 

age doth acknowledging and proctaiming God juſt,and the jw- 

Riker a>thetviolet aneswhich make force npon 'the king- 
dows; of: and by farceaxte it; ———_ 2a man foe 
ro. rake that, þydoree, for which, keruns the hazard of life ? by 
theſe we. are taughe, that the treafure of the Gofpet befals noe: 
ary bug thoſe who have foughtic: with moſt cnftamed defive;and 
hang mir gry aur” x. boron gr: 
we ke i: the judgement e woothy in 
Chuzch, Job bazrerowere affected when bylam —_— $37 

21 Fox the. Apaftivs, andihoſe received byrthem, £2. 
41. £0: the: end, Gu 4, 32,'33; 34-35, Ats d: '36; 37. read 
the :Placesy Re: (Calvis libewnit upon NE 5.) 553, where he 
this: (hewes of haw-puee a conftizution-the wiibie Churek: then 
was; having obſcrved.it:.one froit of the: Micacle hav anbelee- 
vers Ano} with ſo remarkable a judgement upon Aneniied 
and Saphira, durſt not: contemne the: Apoltles; 8:c;: He addes, 
Hangh Gels ehthtevor thiendpes the: bixactes,, [bur rathes 
| es ns on s together which might muke for the en- 
creaing thedignity:ot the Church bor ſowere all ehingvorder- 
cd,, a6 that:;a. certaine. divine: mayeſty ſhined among them;-for 
they diflered, no atherwiſe from others, then Angelydb from 
mes;;;;fer there win:holy:daſvipline, and the fingere' obſervation 
> ron; afearcet kinde of mejeity which awes-everthie- wins 

hecher they will : og: noe; buo woare ar thi 


Wits nay: , by:our me as of living wie Wb 
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render our ſelves together with'the' Goſpel contemptible; Thus 
much for the-fifth-Argument. PRS TOTES * | 
; G6, From: exprefle Command of the: Churches ſeparation 
from the-openly wicked, 2. (or. 6. 17, with: the former verſes; 
Objef?. The wicked here are heathen and profeſt Infidels. A4»frv; 


x,. The: Apoſtleurgethin his expoſtulation; v. 1:4, 15,16, ſuch 


a repugnancy. in the Churches Communion with thoſe wicked' 
ones. as betwixt light and darkneffe, righteouſneſle and- unrigh» 
teouſneſſe, Chriſt and. Be/ia/ ;- that the Church then-may anſwer: 
that part. of the compariſon. | which. -betongs 'to-' her, (be 
thoſe wicked ones-who-they:will,) ſhe muſt conſiſt of ariphteons: 
people. 2.. If the Church muſt ſeparate from them, becauſe 
darkneſſe, unrighteouſneſſe, 8&c.. then from -thoſe whoare ſuch: 
in lite, whatſoever in:word they profeſle, being as evill in Scrip- 
tare account, as ſuch heathen and termed. infidels or unbelee- 
ving, T3t,'1. 15,16, worſe then profeſt Infidels, 1'7im. 5. 8, and: 
thoſe who have a forme . of Godlines, {and therefore in word 
profefle the true God at the leaſt,). butdeny the power of it ; 
guilty of open wickednefle ,, are to be turned from, 2 Tim. 3, 5. 
3. Otherwiſe manifeſt Prophanation of the name of God with: 
_— lye,17ohn 1.6 .,7, ſhould; entitle tothe great honour 
-of Church-Communion, & the great Priviledges thereto belong 
ing : and the viſible Church ſhould be no Temple refuling-the 
unclean, but a common Inne for all Commers, a: Cage of un-- 
elean birds, aSty for ſwine. ' 4, -Many moſt abominablc' here: 
ticks may in word profeſle- the rrue God; to- whom yet it is 
granted. generally. that: Church-Communion'is to- be. denied; 
Adde, [/mael, Eſan, 5c. profeſt the true God,. yet they were 
not of the Church. 5h | ; 

: 7+. From the doQtrine of diſcipline ;'' at.. 18, 15. &c- 
I, /T he viſible Chutchis a brotherhood. Jf s brother fone, &KE.. 
and this brotherhood founded.in Chriſt, ohn 20,17, but doth 
Chriſt. owne as brethren, God as children,. any bur ſuch as are 
in ſomedegree ſanRified ?: apparantly ſo, that they may be ap- 
pazantly.owned, : 2. The dutics by our Saviour required in the 


exercile off diſcipline,. from, any. Church member- indefinitely,. 


cannot-be expeRed from any other; - both. here admoniſhing 
in the three degrees-with aimeat gaining a brother, 8c. 1 Cor. 


any, 


F+.2, Itis required. of the Church that they, be. mourners wherr 
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any proves ſcandalous among them 3 'to the Church-of: which- 


the people are a maine part, 1s the power of Chriſt committed , 
for caſting out and delivering npto:Satan, v.4, 5; in caſe of neg- 
leR hereof the whole Jump 1s leavened,. viz. the whole Con- 


oregation is under guilt; negleQhere is ain tending to: the dil-- 
churching of Churches, . Rev. 2. 14. 20.. &c. with all ſcandalous: 


of the: Church, familiar ſociety is to be refuſed by every-Church-- 


member, v. 9. 1c..# fuch ſeverity herein is required as cannot be: 
exerciſed towards all.ſcandalous,, with whom. we muſt needs- 


have commercein'this world, v.11. the ſcandalous within: the 
Church, when any prove ſuch, are by the Church to be judged;;; 


© v, 12, and put away, v.13, the end of all.is: to humble, ſhame, 


and recover the fallen ſinner. Now how canitheſe things beex- 
peRed from the Church, if wicked Perſons ſhall be allowed:the 
matter ofthe Chirch? Can they deliver to Satan'that are them- 
jv es delivered to him ? &c:; have they ſhare 'in the power of: 

iſt, who-are themſelves under the power of Satan? what is: 


therein a company of wicked Perſons, to humble and ſhame a. 


wicked Perſon 2 how ſhall they a& in- any. of their. duties de- 
pending.upon diſcipline, who have no Principles for:it 2: 2 Theſ.. 
3. 6.. Ifhe that walks inordinately,. having. been formerly rc 
ceived, mult be withdrawne. from, then ſucha one nor yer re- 
ceived, is not to- be received ; and generally, - foraſmuch as 
ſcandalous when'in,. are: to be caſt out ;, not in, they. are tobe 
left our, +3 2 4 Es rn 

They who confine all Church-power to. the officers- alone, 
will here take offence ; - that in following this Argument, we:al- 
low a ſhare of that power to the people ; to that we ſhall-ſpeak. 
more fully and purpoſely hereafter in.due place. 

8. From the Teſtimonies given to the Churches: in moſt of 
the Epiſtles, 'eſpecially about the beginning, as. Roms. 1. 8,.8 
c.I5,v.14. 1 Cor.1.4.t010.Phil. 1.3.to 9. 1Theſ<1.2.to the end. 


2 Theſ. 1-3. to 8. read. the places;. fo. of thoſe ſeven Afian |. 


Churches, ſome very pure, as Smyrna and Philadelphia, ſo as no 
faulc found with.them:; others, as Zpheſus, Prrgamns and -Dhya- 
tira, 2 very faire Teftimony of them,. both: what they had beene; 
and whatin part they were, though not a little lapſed, but both 
againſt them, and the otherewo moſt corrupt ,: Sardis and La» 
edicea,their. diſchurching is ſevercly threatned, except they ſhall 

- | B 3 returne- 
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acke of Ged with Men: or, - 


their embracing 


 returnets2purer ſtars; QbjeF. 'TheApokile giver 2 faire Ts: 
ſtimenyes the: Church of Corinth, - yer were: there many great. 


.enprnities among ther. e.Leþr.: 1. His Teſtimony is to. the 
 Chureh generally; but with exception of fach as 'walke diforder- 


y-ia the Chuxob, as | appears inthat.. 2- He: requires the Chnrch: . 
turner wee nf dilcipling-againft fuck, $7.40 in cafe they, 


perfovere invheirevill Courls,to cut thoar oft from/the Commite. 
niona-of Saints; whence 3. it appears that in. their admiſſion: 


they-werenort diſcovered fuch ;, whence that which may hence: 


be gathered is; ehatia- Church rightly: ——_ 15; BOG Pres. 
ſcacly upon ker degenerating 3 many + r members to: 

Par xg ; bur they: fo degenerating ta be cur off. 4. The retai« 
ing.of ck ihe Church, involvcd the whale Church. in guile 


perſons arcnorthe eric matter of the Church , the Ag IE. 


of whom in the Church makes: evideathy for her deftoution.; | 


but ack) are the openty vacked & foul bereticks 5JHewever the 
"Church of Corivcb was by: hes: fallb Teachers firſt Raggeted'our 
ofthe way in ſomething of daQtriacy, 2nd thence grow remidle 
in diſcipdine fora timey yet it appears by their ſpeedy and ſound 
—— more bat «Ar generally and; habibualhs 
averp holy people. - E221 LIL 1, 
- &. :Exom the practiſe of the. primitive Chyrches after the An 
poltles times, in two things it appears how choice the matrev of 
= Theaytofeh ————_ PUESY 
I;"/7 j is Carechumens, when. any formenly hoav 
then; wrought upon by the/poegohing.ob the: Golps),, profefied 
ofthe Chiftian Rehigiphy, Cing their for« 
mc falſc woip,and defired the Chub, to take thamintoher 
care fr their ſpiritygtiftace; the Chuoch accordipgly:took; them 
inco hes care Orinftirugien and edifying, hut. bd nar recgive 
them tuo ker fellowthip, avy fusther' then to.heare tha word, 
Ult{ they gaios good iccount beth.oftheir Chriſtian knowledgo 
anc Chriſtian, ion, and:that in.timecf greateſt Porſecu-: 
tion;endalittic ime rhar:thoy food: thus upon tryal, and under 
indcaSon temling to prepare them for: admilſion, they; wore: 
called Gatechmwens; whonAtoer' 2. certaine time: of eryalt they. 
moveeeso bg admitted into:Church fellowſhip; they werecalled 
A! A T com. 


threaened weath, x Cox. P. & and c.,11.30. fo Rew a. I4, T5; 


| —————— 


wha ortathon ata como 


— 


Competente ut defitets; 'When- they were xdinitted, it wah by 
bapriſtne, 4nd thess were they c6mpleat themtibers- of the Thatrh, 
and called the faichfull; This was one ſort of Catechtdtmens =. 
Another forc there wis; the chikdien of Chriſtian Pafedts ; who 
having been.ifi chelr idfanty baprized, yet when they wersgrel 
to-years,they were iitider rhe Chutehes inRraction arld/trpall; juſt 
in the ſame mannet as the forftiet , and heldthe place ahih-narfie 
of ( atethwneds, til they were for knowleder and holiniele'of 
converſacion approved etperivientally by the -Chirrely, chicfhvg. 
on their defixeehy- were 'received- iro Chiitch FeHlow his! by 
ſolemn ifiÞoſition of handy; 4fid'fo admitted co the Ebrds Bib 
per, atid brought mite dilcipline, and Were now corifleacifienn.- 
bers of the Citech;” this impoſition of kids being groithided wp- 
on, Hb, 6:2: whence by the corruption of Fopery, it & 
_ iats that ſputjoiis Ordintnce of confirmation as- ehty oak 
4 Their ſeverity towatds the lapſes ; it is well Riowne t6- 
all acquaificed with the manner of the Chittth #1 tholt tiftits, 
that as they diligetrly eaſt one the ſeatidatons, To they Revd wt 
on fiat rerimes with thetn; before chey would upotttheff pros 
Fffi6fi'of repentance receive them xg#ine ; this, togethe? With 
rhe ſtate 6f thoſe times conſidered , tithes of preat perſeciition;, 
it rfilly be gathered, that they received only ſich inro Chiteh< 
fellowſhip, as whom they thiphit conceive fo principled; 'as ts. 
prefertlie truth and puriry of Goſpel Proſeffien'to their Swi 
lives. Let us hiere ſprinkle ſome few Teftinioitics found in rhe 
Fathers of thoſe rimes, touching the Purity 6f the Church in the- 
matter of it. Tertnlhan in his Apologetick; c.. 2, alledgett P5- 
» att heathen, Depnty-Govertont under Ty ajan ar heatfich 
Emperour, abont atuindred yeats after Chriſt; - giving this TE 
ſimony to the Chriſtians gehetally , 7hat befidts rheir firffe ve-. 
fſall to ſacrifice, he found nothing ns their religoots worſhip, but 
that they had meetings before day to fing ro'Chviſt and 15 40d, wil: 
by mut#all agreement to Corfiree diſcipline, ted that they for bid. 
wry der, adultery; frand, rveachtry, ad oeber wichadviſſte 3. "This 
fine Father who timfelfellved a Httle rttorectien tive hundttd. 
years after Chriſt, he i mint in chailthging rhic perſectiting, 
powers, to make good/any of thoſe critjieswhith they charged. 
pot Chriftiaris; a5 arÞeiſore, inteſh, ro padre mghnnes bs —_ 
TE £ na ks ER 8 ge 4 
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The Tobernacte of God with Mem : or, 


geth them that they warre with the name of Chriſtian $ - thatan 


iQnecent name in innocent men is by them hated and per. 


ſecuted. : 


In the 39 ohapt.of his epolegerich, thus, We are a body 
made up of. the:conſcience of Religion, of the unity of Difci- 
pline, of. the Covenanc of hope ;'then ſpeaking of their worſhip 
in the publique Aflembly, he addes for diſcipline ; there like- 
wiſe are'Exhortations , Caſtigations, and Divine Cenſures ; for 
with great weight” 1s Judgement paſt, as among thoſe that are 
certaine that the eye of Godisupon.them, and itis the greateſt 
fore-zudgement of the judgement toj come, if any one {hall ſo 
offend: as that he is caſt out from the communication of prayer, 
of aſſembling, and of all holy commerce... He mentions in the 
ame chapter the love of the Chriſtians to be ſuch one cowards 
another, that. the Heathen were wont with indignation to fay of 
them; Behold how they love one another, and are ready to die one 
for another, Inthe 46. chape. of his Apologetick heſhewes how 
they bore not with any of evill converſation, comparing the 
Chriſtians with the Philoſophers. - T he Philoſophers, ſaith he,have 
an apiſh affeRation of the truth, and by their affeRation- cor- 
rupt it, as hunting after their owne praiſe. The Chriſtians ne- 
ceſſarily deſire it,and performe itintirely, as providing for their 
owne ſalvation; He adds a little after this obzeion; But ſome of 
ours depart from the rule of diſcipline; to which he anſwers; 
they are no longer owned for Chriſtians by us ; and he reproves 
it in the Philoſophers, that ſuch among them as walk not accor- 
ding to the rules of Philoſophy are yet called bythe name, and 
have ſtill the honour of Philoſophers. In his Book to Scaps/a, 
who was a Deputy-Governour under the Romane Emperour, 
and a perſecutor, he gives this charaQter of the Chriſtians, beſides 
their unſhaken piety towards God, refuling the Heathen facri- 
fices againſt the greateſt rorments, We defraud none, we adul- 
terate the mariage of none, we handle Orphans religiouſly , we 
relieve the necdy, to none do we render eyill for evill; let them 
who bely our profeſſion look to it : (that is, they who in word 
profefſe themielves Chriſtians, but walk-not accordingly) whom 
we our ſelves refuſe, Who is there that complaines of us upon 
any other ground but onely that we are Chriſtians? for ſo great 
innocency, for ſo great honeſty, for righteouſelle, for Sg 
09) 
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for faith , for trath; for the living God are we burned, 
Tn his Book of Repentance;chapr. 6. ſpeaking of the neceſH- 

ty of ſound repentance, and that on the {urechnmens part', be- 
fore baptiſme ; 7 d:ny not, faith he, the divine benefir; that is, 
emiſſion of ſinnes to be altogether ſafe to thoſe that ſhall go into 
the water ; that is, that ſhall be baptized; but that thou mayeſt 
come #0 that, thou muſt be diligent; for who Will afford thee,a man of 

ſuch faithleſſe repentance,one drop of any water? A little afrer;/et ns 
”1as flatter himſelf ,that his ranck us yet but among theCatechnmens, 
a though he might therefore take liberty'ts ſing; as ſoone a'thon haſt 
known the Lord, fear him;as ſoone as thou haſt- beheld him, receive 

him; ——1s Chriſt one to the baptized, another to the hearer 5,6r Ca- 

techumens? I hat Laver u the ſealing up of faith which*faith is both 

begun and commended from the faith of repentance; we are not 

therefore waſhed, (vit.baptized) that we may ceaſe to ſinne, but_be- 

canſe we have ceaſed, becauſe we are already waſhed inheart; this is 

the firſt baptiſm of the Catechumen,entire-fear.In his book of bd 

Preſcriptions againſt che hereticks,c.41he makes the promiſcuous 

matter of the Church the property of the hereticks. 7 will not 

omit (faith he) the deſcription of the hereticks converſation ; how 
frivolous, how earthly, how humane it is, without gravity, Without 
authority, Without diſcipline,ſuch as agrees with their faith ; firſt 

of all it is uncertaine Who is a Catechumen, and who is one of the 

Faithfull, they go together alike ; they hear alike ; they pray alike ; 
Nay if the: heathen ſhould come among them' (intheir Aſſemblies) 

they would caſt that which i holy to dogs, and Pearls (though 

220 true ones) to the ſwine, their Proſtration of diſcipline they call 

ſimplicity ; our care of it, they calt an over-curions trimming, they 
receive all promiſcuouſly to the Lerds Supper, - —— with them the 

Catechumens go for perfet? before they be throughly inſtrutted. He 

chargeth it upon them, that they are more in labouring: for 

numberthen due matter. 'No where ſaith he'are more eaſie termes 

then in the tents of the rebels ; where this very thing to be is to de- 

ſerve. In his Book of Baptiſme, Cap. 18. he thus ſpeaks. That 
Baptiſme is not raſhly tobe betruſted, let them knoW whoſe office 

it is ;. Give to every one that askes hath its proper title belonging to 

Almes. -T hat rather is tobe heeded ;, Give not that which 3# holy 

to dogs ; and donot caſt your Pearls to ſWine ; and lay hands ſudden= 

ly on nowan ,. that thou he” P artaker. of otber-mens me m_ 
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Where (by the way) he interprets impoſition of hands there 
to powe at lemne admiſfion of Church-members ; T hus for 
fome gleanings out of Teriviiav. The like we might obferve 
from others; as in Cypriay, who will have the Church to con. 
Gſt of the miniſtery and the ſtanding people; and againſt what 
temptations did they then ftand? and for their Communion, 
they were moſt impatient of hereticks and all ſcandalous. In 
| his 55. Epift, writing to Corxelixe then Biſhop of Rowe, about 
fich as having formerly fallen, were now ſeeking to be againe 
received into the Church, thus he ſpeaks z For /ome, their crimes 
are (6 much agawſt them, or the brethren (that is the flanding 
people,) do ſo firmely and ftiffely refſt, that they can by na means be 
xeceived bas with the ſcandal and danger of very many; —0O if thou 
couldſt (moſt beloved brother) be here With ws, when thoſe evill 
and perverſe ones returne from their ſchifme, thou ſhauldſt ſee what 
a do I have to per(wade our brethren (the People) to Patience, that 
they wauld, having allayed their grief of mind, conſent to the re- 
ceiving and taking care of the wicked; far as they rejoyce and are 
glad, when ſuch as are tolerable and leſſe faulty retxrne, ſo onthe 
ether hand they murmure and contend earneſtly then deplored Per- 
ſons, and fubborne, and ſuth as are defiledwith adulteries, or with 
idols, or ſuch as aveprond, come back,, &c. but I will be no fur- 
ther tedious in quotations of this nature. If any man deſtre any 
furthes ſatisfaRion, let him read the laſt SeQtion of the ſixt Chap. 
cer in the three firſt Centuries. Aag - Concerning the 
converſation and diſcipline of Chriſtians, afterwaxdsin «Foſs 
time, when ſome would bave it, that the Profeſfion of the 
Chriſtian faich ſhould entitle to baptiſme, though accom- 
panicd with a wicked life, He writes a book entitled of 
Faith 3nd Works, proving ſuch a Profeflion to. be as no 
Profeflion, | | 

I0. From the ſtate of new Feru/aler, Rev. 21. 27. from this 
and the laſt Argument it is manifeſt, that before the myſtery of 
mtiquity prevailed farre, and after it {ball ceafe , the viſible Chng= 
ches qwne no. ſcandatous finners. of their ſaciety ; the promif- 
cuous ſtate then of the Churches in this degeneration, is the 
outward Court uameaſured, and the Holy City trad under foot 
by the Gientiles: That voice then Rev. 18, 4. calling the people 
of God out ef Babylon, cals for the Churches ſeparation _ 
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ſach . this Confuſion now obtaining, being one ſtraine of Popiſh 
corruption, with Popery beginning and ending. "1-8 


Conſeftary. 


From this difcoarſe of the matter ofthe Church; foraſmack 
as experience ſhowes that in all nations where the Gofpell is 
preached, yet the greateſt part of men are manifeſtly wicked ; 
it cannot be according to rule, chat all the people of any nati- 
ongenerally ſhould be accounted.of the Church, though in 
word they profeſle the true religion, which chey know little of, 
and care leſſe for ; but in every nation, and Congregation or 
Town,a diſtin&ion ought to be kept berwixt the Church and the 
world, and the two forts of Carechumens ought to be,ſome, the 
children of the Church, and therefore bapcized in infancy, upon 
their due tryall whea come to years, received folemoely' to 
Church-Communion , as to the Supper, Diſciphne, 8c. O- 
thers not'the childfea of che Church, received upon duetryall 
by baptifme, when come to years. Es 

This conclalion is farther made good from the <xexcife of dif 
cipline I Cor. 5+ 9, 10,11. If all thenation generally be of: the 
Church, then ace all che ſcandalous of the nacion generally the 
ſcandalous of the Church ; bur that they are not; with ali that 
are ſcandalous of the Church, we muſt refuſe familiar ſociety, 
not ſo much as familiarly cating with chem, (ſome peculiar rela» 
tions here reſerved)and yet abide in che world;but with all ſcaq- 
dalous in the nation, we cannot ſo refuſe, except we will go oat 
of the world, as the Apoſtle there argues, and experienceto eve» 
ry impartialland unbiaſſed ſpirit abundantly makes it good, 


— 


.CHADP. 1I. 


Diſcipline is an Ordinance of Chriſt, for ordering the vi/bie 
Church in her ſeverall Congregations, 


W-= ſhall now briefly,(but yer ſo as to omiraonechat ſoem 
to have any weight in chem.) endeavour theankver of 
Obje&ions, | | 7, 29 

| C 2 | x, Suck. 
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" £- Such as. are generall;. as HO ih 
1. That there were ſo many wicked among rhe Jewes, and 
yet that Church was not to be forſaken; 
Anſw. 1, That miniſtration was more carnall, and therefore 
a more carnal, might then paſle, Heb, 9. 10. As the Goſpell mi- 
iſtration is more ſPirituall,: Heb;”8. 1 0,711. ſo that the Goſpell 
people may appear to bethe people of that miniſtration, they 
muſt in appearance be more. ſpirituall. 
2.Nor otherwhere for that time could: Church-communion be 
enjoyed, God having confined ir'to that nation; to that Prieſt- 
hood,and that Temple; 'and-therefore though their: Prieſts and 
People generally proved as great Idolaters and Perſecutors as 
the Church of Rowe this day, yet the faithfull among them muſt 
there remaine, to offer ſacrifice and worthip God; but in the 
times of the Goſpel, where any Church turnes idolatrous and 
Perſecutors of the truth, there is liberty otherwhere to -ſertle: 
Church-Communion purely. | | | 
: 3. : That People were haly.in their: admiſſion. - 1, In Abra- 
hams family, Gen. 1£.18,19. 2.1n theirnationall planting, ?4dg; 
246, 5510. hence that Teſtimony given of them , that they were 
planted anoble vine, wholly a'right ſeed, Fer: 2. 21. 7 
4, It was by rule provided for among them, thatnoneexter- 
nally wicked ſhould enjoy Church-Communion;;: the mixture, 
then was beſide the rule, and therefore no pleaat all. 1. None 
were circumciſed but ſuch as were externally holy ; their m- 
fants by deſcent from e Abraham, being borne- Church-members 
within the miniſtration of the Covenant, the fleſh of e Abraham 
entitling that nation to-the Covenant, and there was their claim 
tocircumcilion, that they:were that ſeed of Abraham; whatever 
their immediate Parents were; and they in their infancy had 
done nothing to make void that claime. | 
The Proſcelites that theh might be.ciccamciſed, muſt give evi- 
dence of Abrahams faith, and walk in his ſteps, and then they 
being Abrahamradopred ſeed; their children had-the ſame title 
to circumciſion, asthe children of.the Jews, -: > + | 
In the Goſpel Churches there mult be a viſible deſcent from 
Abrahamaccording;to the faith ,*for. vight umrotbaptiſme, whe 
ther fopour ſelves or ſeed, /baptifme being the Seale of thar Co- 
venant which bleſſeth all the nations of the carth in. the ſeed of 
awynl > 2.  _.- - This. 
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Thus they were holy in theircircumciſion,”' 2: For-other pe-. 
culiar Ordinances, there was athreefold barre to ſuch-as were: 
openly wicked. | | 54 

r. Ceremoniall; divers cafes of, Ceremoniall uncleannes 
which debarred Communion in the peculiar Ordinances ;. -and 
they that were moſt careleſſe of the holy things of God, would 
ofteneſt be taken in theſe Ceremonitall ſnares, 
- 2. Judiciall;'theſame Covenant that entitled them to the 
Church, entitled them likewiſe to that.land, whence divers forts 
of wicked perſons-were tobe cut-off from life ; not only blaf- 
phemers, bur idvlaters ; nor only murthers, but. adulterers ;/ nor 
only traitors, but diſobedient to Parents, &c. hence the whole 
nation enjoyned, (as in A/A's time,).to ſwear a ſolemne Cove- 
nant for ſeeking the Lord God of their fathers , with all their 
keartand all their ſoule, and. to performe it under penalty of 
death, whether grear or ſmal], whether man or woman, Chron: 
2.15, 12,13. Now had the judiciall law been executed-accord- 
ing to divine rule, partly ſo many wicked ones had been oalk off; . 
and- partly the reſt had been ſo- formidably / warned, that, here 
had been a/great' prevention of that; nuxture, in their Church» 
Communion, ©; : {tel 21d ods 7 : 7 y6:1915'9 
- 3+ Ecclefiaſtical; Ezek. 22.26. difference tobe made'by Ecclefi- 
aſtical power, as well betwixt the holy and prophane,(and thoſe 
are morall termes,) as betwixt.che clean and unclean, (which are 
ceremonial termes)” A:generaltcule for this;: underſtood; by the 
learned of Eceleſiaſticallicurting of:Narb.15:30,31.theſtranger 
there the Proſelyte of the Covenant ; . further Teftimony to this 
rule, that the openly wicked wereeccleliaſtically to be cut.oft; 
is the ordinance of excommunication among them,; in the three 
deorees of it ; Nidaui,'(herem,. and CMaran-atha:. A.thorow 
diſcourſe abour-this,: for furtherſarisfaction,. fee in:Gs/laſpies Aar 
rons Rod bloſſoming... STILL OSIRAL 2\ 

T hus much for this Obje&ion,: which is wont. much. to.be 
ſtood.upon; but how ſandy. a foundation it'ts,. fit for ſo rattena 
building, as many endeavour to ſet upon it, I hope by this:tkmo 
aPPearss: > 155615043934 17 [2 91 | . 
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ObieR..24 The Parable of the cares, Marth, 13. 24; tothe 
31,and 37, tothe 44 verſe, ; v4 $2410.00 MN e193 S1062%"? 
eAnſw, 1,.The field is the world, 9. 38;-the: good feed o_ 
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the children of the Kingdome,' the tares ace the children of the 
wicked one. 4b5;4. theſe make the vilible Church in the world 
according to the minde of the parable ; both theſe are to grow 
together antill che harveſt, v. 30, what will hence follow .? char 
Perfons apparantly wicked, muſt be received into, and retained 
in the viable Charch Þ this purs che parable upon the rack, and 
forceth it to ſpeak what it intends not. 1, It warrants not the 
receiving wicked Perſons into che Church. v.25. 1, The hus- 
bandmmen were not ſo watchfull as they ſhould have been, 
when rhe enemy ſowed theſe cares; and it is the enemy.not the 
Lord:of the field that ſowes them. 2. Nor'the retaining them; 
chen ſhould our Saviour here be againſt himfelfe otherwhere, 
where he hath appointed the Ordinance of Church cenſure tor 
caſting out ſuch,, and that under fo great a penalty, as for- 
merly - we have feene, Afarrh. IB. 1 Cormnh. 5. Revel, 
2+. &C. . | woerio'yr Ro 
s, if then the gathering up thefe tares, delired by the fer» 
vants, +; :$. and forbidden by the maſter, ». 29. be meant of 
Eoclefiaſtical caſting outztheſe cares mult not be the openly wick- 
od. .bur cloſe hypocrives ;/ yet by ſomne of the ſeryancs of more 
Piercing judgements then others diſcerned ; the reaſon given 
ſeem to favourthis, v.:29, They were fuch as were ſo hard- 
{y diſceracd from the wheat, that there was danger of rooting 
up the whear, if cheſe races ſhoutd be gathered up ; to this pur- 
poſe fone witneſieth, that im thoſe councryes there are certain 
rares, - fo like,to wheatin theie firſt ſpringing, as hardly to be 
diſcerned from it ; thus Cyprian nds it; taxing the in» 
ſolency of Novation, who wonkd tot receive the lapſed againe 
intothe Church, choagh they expreſt never fo mach repentance ; 
How yreat arrogance v3 #þ43 ({aith he) thar be fbowld think be can do 
that which or Samoar —_ not to the Apoftler, that be ſhould 
diſcerne the tares from the wheat ?*— If he will make himiſelfe the 
fearcher and the pnige of the heart and reiv1, ec. Cypr. Epitt. 52. 
_ caſting vut rhe openly wicked, there is no danger 
[3] $, L tt 4-3 £1 | | 
_ 2.Some think it not to be meant of Eccleſiaſtical caſting out; 
and efierfore {& the tares be gramed fot the openly wicked, this 
parable gives them no place in the viſible Church. x. This ga* 
chering up thy tares is their rovting up, (for chat expreſſion _ 
; Ws chudes 
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cludes no lefſe, leſt ye- root tp alfo the wheat with them, v, 
29.) and therefore the final deſtruction of theſe wicked Per- 
ſons; bur (hurch cenſure is not for deftruAion, (excepe of the 
fleſh.)but for ſalyation of the Perſon. 2. This gathering up 
deſired here by the ſervants and by the maſter for the preſene 
denied, is that which ſhall be at the end of the world, the finall 


deſtruction of the wicked, v. 40;41;42. they ſhall not then for the 


preſent gather them up, that is, not knowing of what ſpirit they 
are, call for fire from heaven againſt them. The hkke interprerati- 
on is made of the drawnert and the ſeparation of the good from 
the bad, gathered together by it, v. 47. 8c. 

Objeth. 3. Fudas received the Supper, at leaft the Paſſeover 
which was a Sacrament;and the Sacraments belong only to thoſe 
of the Church. | 

Anſ.z.\f we ſhall hence conclude that the openly wicked have 

right to the Sacraments, and fo arethe true matter ofthe viſible 
Church. 1, We mult deny any fnch Ordinance 25 difcipline. 
'2+ By theſame reaſon we muſt affirme that » miniſter of the 
Church, openly knowne to be fach an one, as hath his heart ſet 
to overthrow the Goſpel, and betray the Lord for money, is 
tobe retained inthe miniſtery, nay, thar ſuch an one fo knowne 
before-hand is to be choſen -into the miniftery'; for all rhis 
Chriſt knew of Judas, therefore 3. Judas his wickedneflc was 
knowne to Chriſt as God, but not:asman.; bur for caſting ouc 
of the Church, the offence muſt be- knowne to the Church, in 
a Church way, that is by experience and proof. 7,25: 8 
Objeft. 4. The Apoſtics' recered ' fuch ' as offercd 
themfelves ſuddenly, among the reſt Simon Mops. 

Anſw. Burt yet upon ſuch evidence, as-amounted in the jadge- 
ment ofrationall charity, to the evidence of regeneration ; for 
this, 1. Conſider upon what: ground they offered: themſelves, 
the Word powerfully preached, and mightily by miracles: de- 
clared the Woad of God. 2. What was the ſtate of thote times. 
I. They were times wherein according to- former Prophecies 
che ſpirit was plentifully powred our, by the nuniſtery of the A- 
poſtles, 2. They weretimes of great Perſecution of the Chris 
{tian faith; nothing of: outward advanrage ts move; but all co 
the congracy.; to.preach the Goſpel then among the Jewes, was 
© anc begow prank dar gan anon; WE IOnEs 
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_- preach iit.thenin the other nations, was as it would be now toy 
preach it; among.the- Turks. If upon the powerfull preaching 
the truth in the maine. points of religion, contrary to the maine 
Popiſhand Turkiſh tenets, whereof they are moſt zealous, ſuch 
and ſach-in. the midſt of the} Popiſh- and - Turkiſh dominions, 
ſhould againſt manifeſt, and great ,temprations openly :cmbrace 
and. profeſle the truth, . ſuch a Profeſſion would amount to ano- 
ther kinde of evidence, then- is generally pleaded for from 
thoſe examples among us. 3. God for vindicating his name a- 
oainſt ſcandalous Profeſſion, pat. forth his revenging judgements: 
againſt the deceitfull and hollow, as in/'e-£1anias and Saphira's: 
caſe, whence many were muchdeterred from joyning with the 
Church; As 5. 13. thus for the ſtate of thoſe times. Then: 
thirdly conſider what a faire profeilion Sim Magw. made', 
2nd for ſome time continued in,which argues ſeemingly no ſmall 
change, eA&s 8. 13, it is ſaid he beleeved, he continued with 
Philip; he was taken with admiration, &c. ſo 4»anias and Sa-' 
hira made a faire Profeſſion to ſell their Polleflion for reliefe 
of the Church. 4. When Simon diſcovers his rottenneſſe, then, 
not till then, Petey perceived the wickedneſle of his heart, v.23. 
and when he perceives it, he profeſſeth-he hath no-lotamong 
them, ' becauſe his heart isnot right, v, 21. yet was not Peter . 
without hope but he might repent, #. 22, and ſomething hope- 
full {till doth S;»#0 appeare; v. 24. And now the anſwer to 
this inſtancei may cleare all other of the like nature. Thercis 
a fifth, ; 6 $3211 
' , Obze&, 5. The ſcandalous: mentioned in ſome of the Epi- 
files, as in the Church of Corinth ; but this hath been anſwered 
before in the eighth Argument ; and theſe are all the objeAt- 
ons I know that have any colour in them or at the leaſt in the: 
anſwersto theſe, the grounds are laid for anſwering the reſt. 
We come now be1 Ms ON 
2+ To peculiar ObjeAions, reſpeRing the generality of our 
people in this kingdome. | 
_ I. We are. all of the Church by baptiſme al- 
ready. | 


. Anſv. 1, From the beginning it was not ſo, that all ſhould 
be ſo promiſcuouſly received; therefore it behoves us to returne: 


to the firſt patterne ; what right have they to baptiſme for ona 
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ſced, themſelves having been baptized, who had none for 
themſelves, were they unbaptized ? 2. Imael and Eſau were 
circumciſed , yet afterward unchurched; ſo were the Sheche- 
mites circumciſed ; Many Heathens in America baptized by the 
Spaniard, yet none of theſe ever of the Church. 

3. To receive to baptiſme for themſelves or ſeed grofle igno- 
rants, who underſtand not the ground, nature, and end of that 
Ordinance, is 1, To make the ſervice of God in ſo maine an 
Ordinance an unreaſonable ſervice. 2. To make up the viſible 
Church in her ſeveral congregitions by an implicit faith. 4,To 
admit the ſcandalous in like manner for themſelves or ſeed, 
is not to ſet the Seale to the Covenant, but to paſle it againſt 
the Covenant, 5. The Reformed Churches receive not to the 
Lords Supper and other +riviled/.es of Church-Communion, 
ſach as were baprized 1n their infancy , bur upon tryall of their 
knowledge and Chriitian converſation ; which, when approved, 
they ſolemnely admit them; underſtanding Impoſition of 
hands, Heb. 6. to point at the ſolemne admiſſion of ſuch, Fo 
Calvin upon the place, pleading thence for infant-baptiſme, 
Reply, But children may have right by former Anceſtors, 
Anſw. 1. Viſible adminiſtration muſt have viſible grounds; 
it muſt therefore upon particular evidence appeare to the 
Church, that ſuch Anceſtors they had ; in whoſe name they may 
have right. 2. How farre may we go back, and where muſt we 
ſtop? 3. Offer ſuch reaſoning to thy Prince, will it paſle for 
currant*, if thou ſhouldeſt claime the Armes and Honour of 
ſome noble family, meerly upon this ſuppoſirion, that it may be 
ſome of thine Anceſtors were poſleſled thereof? 4. Such as 
could not finde their regiſter for the line of the Prieſthood, 
were as polluted, put from their office, Ez7a-1.63% 5, This will 
Prevent the diſtintion betwixt the Church and the world, and 
keep off for ever the baptiſme of growne men. 6. As for the 
children of wicked Parents circumciſed among the Jewes, this 
ſtone hath been removed before, they had by 4brabam vilible 
right under whom they fell, 

Objeft. 2. Butall ſorts among us have likewiſe received the 
SUPPcr. 
eAnſw, 1, But the greateſt part beſides the rule, as is evi- 
dent upon the ſame grounds now pleaded againſt promiſcuous 
D : 


bap- 
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baptiſme. 2. In the Reformed Churches, when any member 
of one Congregation tranſplants to another, notwithſtanding 
he hath received the Supper formerly in the Church whence he 


came, yer doth the Chnrch to which he is come, examine and 
approve him for knowledge and converſation, before they re- 


ceive him to the Supper. 

3- How or by what right have the Sacraments been ordinari- 
ly adminiſtred in diverfe of our Congregations,where the word 
hath not been ordinarily preached? 

From the doQrine of the matter of the Church, we 
may lay downe ſome further PraQticall Concluſions. 

I, Saints are to ſeparate from the wicked, into Church- 
Communion. 1. Otherwiſe the Church cannot be made up 
only of its due matter; God cannot have his Temple. 2. The 
Command is expreſſe for it; as we have ſeen in the ſixth Argu- 
ment, the Saints as expreſlely called to this, as e-£braham our of 
Cxldea, as the people of God out of Babylon, 3, To this ſepa- 
rate Communion belongs far greater bleſſings, then to belee- 
vers in promifcuous ſtanding, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18, generally what- 
ever bleſſings belong to the viſtble Church, may be clearlyeſt ex- 
peRed, and are moſt fully beſtowed upon the Church, when 
moſt trnly and purely ferled in her Congregations; the preſence 
of Chriſt, Rev. 2. 1. his ProteRtion and Defence and Comforts, 
Iſa, 4.5. the power of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 5.4. When we have ſpo- 

ken to the diſcipline, we ſhall have further evidences of this 
Concluſion, | | 

2, No Perſon habitually ſcandalous is to be received to the 
Sacrament , thoughhe hnambles himſelfe before the Church, rill 
ſome time oftryall. | 

He is not true matter of the Church, who is not habicually 
m the Churches eye righteous, Bur the Sacraments are peculiar 
Church-Ordinances, 

*  ObjefF. He that hears not the Church, is to be refuſed ; bur 
he that hears her, is to be reccived ; now he that humbles himſelf 
be fore the Churchupon her admonition, hears her, 

en/w», 1. That rute If he kear not the Church, is concern- 

ing a brother, one within, AZarth- 18. 15, 1 (or.5. 12. butno 
Perſon habitually ſcandalous is a brother, as the doctrine of the 
matter of the Church hath crinced, 2 2 

2. For. 
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2, For abrother fallen into ſome ſcandalous finne, and hum- 
bling himſelfe ; ir follows not, that he is not to be caſt our, 
therefore he is ſuddenly to be received : he is neither to be ſud- 
denly caſt out, nor ſuddenly received to the Sacrament, but to 
ſtand under further tryall ; otherwife 1. Church-admonitions 
will be turned into a meer mockery, execution of cenfure a- 

ainſt che moſt tmpudenr for ever prevented, who will quickly 
10 appearance humble themſelves if that may ferve the turne ; 
ſuch a courſe of diſcipline will in {tead of humbling, harden, like 
the Papiſts abſolution, upon their formal auricular confeſſion 
and indulgences. 2. For himin ſuch a caſe to deſire fadden re. 
ceiving, is ſcandalous, an evidence that he is not humbled ; which 
if he wete, he himſelfe would not yenture fo ſoone upon his 
own heart. | 

046jeft, Matth. 18, 21,22. with Luk. 17, 3,4. 

Anſw, Its a Precept againſt revenge; it is Perſonal, not 

Eccletiafſtical forgiveneflc here commanded ; forgiveneſle of the 
heart, not of the Court ; ofan injury againitme, not ofa ſinne 
againſt God, and even beiwixt man and man; this forbidsnot 
bur a mat may profecnte: the law againit the treſpafler in diverſe 
caſes, and yet from the heart forgive him and pray for 
him. 
3. Concluf, Hence the vanity of that argument, uſed by 
ſome who refuſe to joyne apart from the ſcandalous in a true 
way of Church-Communion- and diſcipline; To the pure all 
things are pure; therefore the wickedneſle of others defiles not 
me, receivingthe Sacrament with them. $. 

«Luſw. Thy fin defiles thee, and it is thy fin to keep off from , 
che true way of the vifible Church, | 7961 

Suppoſe in a ſerled Church, a Perſoa juſtly excommanicate; 
thou thouldſt defile thy ſelfe, if thou ſhouldeſtreceive with him, 
becauſe thor violatelſt the order of the Goſpel; fo here. | 
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CHAP. III. 
The ſecond Inſtruction, 


Diſcipline ts an Ordinance of Chriſt, for ordering the viſible (harch 


in her ſeverall Congregations. 


 ReHt. 18.15. 1 Cor.5. 2 Theſ. 3, 6. Rev, 2. 2,14, 20. 
I 75m.5.20, Thele Scriptures peruſed, fhew us both that 
there is a diſcipline, and what it is. 

For the nature and ufe of diſcipline, together with the obli- 
gation, lying upon Chriſtians in their places for indeavouring 
it, Tſhall gather ſomething out of Dr. Ames that excellent Di- 
vine. Medull, 1.1, c. 37, | 

1. Holy diſcipline is the Perſonall application of the Will 
of God by cenſures , either for preventing ſcandals, or for re. 
moving them out of the Church of God, | | 

2. Inthe preaching of the Word, the Will of God is pro- 
pounded and really applyed for begetting and. increaſing of 
taith and obedience. In che adminiſtration of the Sacraments 
the Will of God is perſonally applyed by Seals, for confirming 
faith and obedience. Jn the exerciſe 'of diſcipline the Will of 
God is perſonally applyed by cenſures, for removing of fins 
which fight againſt true faith and obedience, 

3. This diſcipline is inſtitured by Chriſt, Zaz.16.19. and ar. 
I8, I5,16,-17, and is therefore plainely of divine right ;_ nei- 
ther may it by men at pleaſure be taken away, diminithed or' 
changed.” - 

4. Nay he ſins againſt Chriſt the Author and Ordainer, who- 
ſoever dothnot whar in him lies to ſettle and promete this diſ- 
cipline in the Churches of God, 

5- The perſons about whom it ought to be exerciſed, are 
the members of the viſible inſticute Churches, without any. exce- 
ption, Aarth. 18.15. 1 Cor. 5.11. avd no others, verſe 12. To 
all and onely thoſe it belongs, to whom it belongs to receive the 
Sacraments. An inſtitute Church 1s a particular Congregation 
of vilible belcevers, joyned together by ſpecial bond, expreſle 

; | | (0). 
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or implicite for exerciſing the communion of Saints conſtantly 
among themſelves, cap.32. | 

6. In thoſe perſons it hath reſpec to ſinnes and ſcandals ; for 
it sanhealing medicine for the woundsand diſeaſes to which the 
ſheep of Chriſt are ſabje, 1 (or.5.5. 

7. Becauſe it doth efteually urge obedience to Chriſt, there- 
fore not without ſingular reaſon, a great part of the Kingdome 
of Chriſt, as he doth viſibly rule his Church, is by the beſt Divines 
placed in this Diſcipline, Hence likewiſe the Keyes, (and one of 
them is the Key of Diſcipline) are called the Keyes of the King- 
dome; and the operations of this Key, binding, looſing, open- 
ing and ſhutting the Kingdome' of heaven, have upon them the 
ſtamp of Chriſts kingly authority. 

8 And this is the true reaſon why in fo few Churches , the 
Diſcipline of Chriſt , together with the DoArine,1sthroughly 
ſetled and exerciſed, becauſe very mary of thoſe who will ſeeme 
to know Chriſt, and to hope in him, do yet refuſe to receive the 
whole Kingdome of Chriſt, avd to give up'themſelves altoge- 
ther unto him, | + OLSEN 

9, And as it is part of the Kingdome of Chriſt, ſo by the ſame 
reaſon, it is part of the Goſpel ; for it is an holy manner of pro- 
moting the Goſpel; appointed in the Goſpel ir ſelfe ; therefore 
they do neither receive the whole kingdome of Chriſt, nor the 
whole Goſpel, who reje& Diſcipline. ' © - | 

16. But becauſe every part of the kingdome of Chriſt is inits 
place neceſſary, and that part cſpecially which doth effeQually 
repreſle ſinnez therefore we may not ſafely enough reſt in thoſe 
Churches which want Diſcipline , except that publique want be 
made up by private care and mutuall watching, ' - 
Brothevly admonition.; 


— —  — — 


11, The parts of this Diſcipline,are ewo3 
E xcommmnication, 
Which in caſe of repentance approved to the Church, is lucceed- 
ed by Abſolution. | . OP 
12, Brotherly admonition is to be exerciſed in caſe of :any 
fin, for which Diſcipline is appointed as a medicine, bur after a 
diverle manner,according to the: difference of ſecret and open 
fins. In ſecrer fins, thoſe three degrecs are to be obſerved whictr 
Chriſt preſcribed in order; Marth: 18. 15,16, 17, but-in publike 
as D 3 ſins- 
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fins thoſe degrees are not neceflary, 1 759.5.20, 

13. Full Excommunication is not to be exerciſed, except ſtub- 
bornneſle be added to the (in, Xſatth. 18.17. for the finner duly 
admoniſhed, mult needs either appeare penitent or Rtubborne; 
the penitent is not to be excommunicate, therefore onely the 
ſtubborn. 

14. When the matter may ſufterdelay, it is agreeable to Scri- 
pture and reaſon, that Excommunication be begun by ſuſpending 
from the Lords Supper, and ſuch like privitedges of the Church, 
which is commonly called the lefle Excommunication. 


15e But in this degree we mult not reſt, but repentance is by 


this meanes, and in this ſpace to be urged, of which if chere be 
no hopes, we muſt then go on to a compleat ſeparation from the 
communion of the faithful, which is commonly called thegreater 
Excommunication. Ei | Sm 
16. But becauſe the ſtubborne ſinner cannot be ſeparated 
from the faithful, except the faithful alſs be ſeparated from him, 
and this makes for the wholſome ſhamiag of the finner, 2 Theſſ; 
3. 14. therefore they who are juſtly excommunicate, are to- 
ſhunncd by all Communicants;not as toduties ſimply morall or 
otherwiſe neceſſary,but as to thoſe parts of converſation, which 
are. wont to accompany approbation and inward familiarity. 
17, From the bond of Excommunication no impenitent per- 
ſon is to be looſed, neither ought Abſolution to be denied to a- 
ny. penitent;;but. ic is not ſufficient repent.nce for a man to ſay,T 
repent me, I will da no more ; except he otherwiſe make proof 
of true repentance ; but ſuch rokens of true repentance ought 
to appeare, that the Church may be bound to reſt in them;other- 
wiſe hypocrifie is nouriſhed, and both the Church and Chriſt 
himſclte ace mocked. 
From this diſcourſe of Diſcipline, beſides the nature of it, 
appears 
I. The weight of it, binding to wrath, or lookng from it, 
retaining, or remitting ſins, opening the kingdome of heaven ro 
the peaitent, or ſhutring it againſt che impenitent, caſting out of 
the communion of the faithfnll , cutting off from the body of 
Chciſt, delivering over to Satan or rexdmiſſion into the com- 
munion of the faithfull , ceimplanting into the bodyof Chriſt, 
reſcue ham their ſubjeRion to Satan ; and ſa as all this dons 
7 | ere 
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here upon earth, where rightly adminiſtred, is confirmed in hea- 
ven. 

\ 2. Theneceſlity of it; 1. Standing upon fo cleare a pre- 
F2 cept and inſtitution of Chrift; therefore being a Goſpel ordi- 
nance, unchangeable : 2, Being ſo maine a part of the viſible 
kingdome of Chriſt as Mediator, 3. From the ends of it; for 
reclaiming and gaming of offending brethren ; {om deterring 
others from the like offences, for purging our that old leaven 
| which mig ht infeArhe whok lump, for vindicating the hononr 


of Chriſt, and the holy profeſſion of the Gofpel; and for pre- 
venting the wrath of God which might juſtly fati upon the 
Church, if they ſhould ſuffer his Covenant and the Scale thereof 
to be prophaned by notorious and obſtinate offenders. 


| RE ——_ 


CHAP. IV. 


The third Inſtruction. 


To the people of the Church it belongs by divine right to 
chuſe their Officers. | 


| Y Se Chriſt, hath appointed Officers in his Church for the ad- 
miniſtration of theWord,Sacraments and Diſcipline,we need 

| not prove; The confirmation of this Propoſition,that the choyce 
of Officers is the peoples right , makes not a little for the due 
ſerling the Church. For this, I (ball do three things, xz, Point to. 

the Scriptures teaching this truth, 2. Adde ſome reaſons accor- 

ding to Scripture. 3. Give inthe teſtimonies, firſt of the Primi- 

tive, then of the reformed Churches. | 

x. For the Scriptures, As 1. 15. with 23+ The Diſcples go 

as farre as.is poſſible for man to kave an hand in chuſing anApo- 
file, who muſt have his commiſſion immediately from God;rhey 
appoint two, and give forth lots, As 6.3,4,5- The whole 
multitude chuſe their Deacons, and preſent them to the Apoſtles. 
for Ordination, As 14. 23. It is faid of Paul and Barnabas 
when they had ordained Elders to the Churches; the word tran- 
flated ortiined, Henifies ſolemnely to appoint co office upon = 

| | peoples 
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peoples vote or choyce, or ſuffrage :So Stephen in his Treaſure f 
the Greek tongue renders it to make or create by ſuffrage. See 
Calvin and Beza afterwards. ; 
\ 2, Forreaſons 1. The Officers are given for the good of 
the Church, Ephe/c 4,11, 12, therefore. ſhe may in a certaine 
and ordinary way procure them, which yet in many.caſes ſhe 
cannot do,if ſhe have not right to chuſe them. 2, They are 
oivento the Church, t (or, 3. 21, 22. therefore ſhe hath a right 
tro callthem to her ſelfe - If ſhe depended upon either Magi- 
ſtrate or Patron, or any other for a ri;ht to call her Officers,they 
werethen rather given to them -on, whom ſhe ſhould ſo depend, 
chen to her. 3. Ochecwiſe the Church, /e, the company of Be- 
leevers ſhould be ina worſe condition then any Society as to the 
ſetling of her ſelfe in her beſt ſtate; no people without rulers 
over them and Officers for their good buz may ſettle ſuch a- 
mong themſelves , as the experience of all Common-wealths 
ſhews. 4, In this choyce of the faithfull is laid the founda- 
tion of greater love betwixt the people and their Cfficers, and 
ſo the miniſtry of the Officers becomes more fruirful!, 5. The 
faithful are to hear the true Teachers, to ſhun the falſe, ro try 
the ſpirits, which imports 1, Morall ability for chaſing ; 2,. A 
right of chuſing or applying themſelves to the true Miniſters;add 
to theſe, Chriſtian practiſe and experience ; what faithfull ſoule 
makes any ſcruple of leaving a faithleſſe and unedifying Miniſter 
at home, to go abroad for enjoying a faithfull and edifying mi- 
niſtry 2 which yet might not be allowed if Chriſtians had not a 
right to chuſe their own Officers, . 

3. Forteſtimonies, 1, Ofthe ancient Church, Cyprian who 
lived a great light of the Church, about 240 yeares more or 
lefle after Chrilt, is plentifull herein. . 

As inthe Scripture teſtimonies it appears, ſo in thoſe times ac- 
cording tothe Scriptures, arid fo in the reformed Churches, Oc- 
dination of Officers ſucceeded their Ele&ion. Hence Cyprian 
ro the Presbyters, Deacons and all the people; in the Ocdination 
of miniſters [|Moſt dear brethren, we are alwayes wont to ad- 
viſe with you, and to weigh the manners and merits of every one 
by Common Counſel ] Epift. 33. according to Pamelins ifdition 
at the beginning. | E | 

Cyprian tothe people, to avoid the faion of Felici{{immns 

and 
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and five Presbyters ſiding with him ſpeaking of them Z- 


iſt, 40. 
: They mindfull of their conſpiracy, —— againſt my Epiſco- 
pacy, (Epiſcopacy diſtin from Presbytery had then place in 
che Church, though of a far purer tamp then our Prelacy.) nay 
againſt your ſuffrage, (or Eleion by vote,) and the judgement 
of God, renew their old oppoſition,&c. he juſtifies his own ſtan- 
ding by the peoples choice of him; tothe ſame purpoſe upon the 
occafion he ſpeaks Epiſt. 55. 

(yprian to Antonianus a brother, about Cornelims choſen 
Biſhop of Rowe by the people and the miniſtery, And Nuvarian 
ſeeking to make himſelfe Biſhop, Cornelizs is thus juſtified ; 
that he was made Biſhop by the judgement of God and Chriſt ; 
by the Teſtimony of almoſt all the. miniſtery, by the votre or 
ſuffrage of the people then preſent, &c. Here was the miniſters 
teſtimony,but the choice the peoples. Epi. 52: the ſame Core 
nelius he juſtifies againſt Novatian, and that wich the concur- 
rent judgement of a councel aſſembled npon the fame ground, 
the ſuffrage of the miniſtry and people. Epi/t. 67. 

Cyprian to the miniſtry of Spaine. Cyprian with his fellow- 
Biſhops aſſembled, praiſeth the miniſtry and people of Spaine'; 
that they had bPlawful EleRtion placed $ abirns and Felix in 
ſtead of Baſilides and Martial, lapſed Biſhops; we have here 
moſt pregnant teſtimonies and proofes of the peoples right in 
chuſing, - 

They whenthey had met together, read letters out of Spaire, 
deſiring their advice ; where 1n anſwer (7prias with the reſt 
of the Biſhops, firſt urging of how great amlawit is that the mi- 
niſter or Fiſhop be holy, he thus ſpeaks further; Wherefore 
it behoves that with full diligence and ſincere tryall they be cho- 
ſen co the miniſtery, who are ſuch as God may heare their 
Prayers, Neither let the people flatter chemſelves as though 
they might be free from guilt, communicating with a ſinful mini- 
ſter or Biſhop, and affording their conſent to the unjuſt and un- 
lawfull Epiſcopacy or miniſtery of him that is ſer over'them. A 
little after, Therefore the people. obeying the Lords Command- 
ments, and fearing God, ought to ſeparate themſelves from a 
ſinful Church-raler, neither mixe themſelves at the ſacrifices of 
a facrilegious Prieſt, —— as they have the greateſt pow- 

; cr, 
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er, either of chuſing the worthy Prieſts (that was the language 
of thoſe times for Biſhops or Miniſters,) or refuſing the unwor- 
thy, which thing we ſee alſo to defcend from divine authority, 
that the Biſhop or Miniſter be choſen, the people being preſent , 
in the fight of all, and be approved worthy and fic by publicke 


-Judgement and teſtimony, as i Namb. 20. 26, 27, 28. adde Le- 


vit. $. 3. &c. Godcommands the Prieſt to be adderex{ before 
the whole Afembly ; that is, he” teacheth and ſheyeth chat 
Ordination of Prieſts ought not to be, but with the joynt 
knowledge of the people aſſiſting , the people ' being pre- 
ſent, either that the crimes of the evil may be diſcovered, or 
that the merits of the good may bedeclared; and it may be a 
juſt and lawfull Ordination, which hath been examined by the 
ſuffrage and judgement of all; heſtill goes on ; which thing af- 
terwards is obſerved according to divine Preceptsin the As of 
the Apoſtles, © when Perer ſpeaks to the People about ordain- 
ing a Biſhop in the place of Judas, As 1. 15. (Cyprian te un- 
derſtands thoſe one hundred and twenty names, the people of 
the Church, and makes uſe of this place for the peoples EleRi- 
on;) he addes, and we take notice the Apoſtles obſerved this, 
that Wnot only in the Ordination of Prieſts, (that is Biſhops or 
Miniſters) but of Deacons alſo, As 6. 2, 3. which verily was 
therefore ſo. diligently and warily done, the whole people be- 
ing called together, leſt ſome unworthy ſhould have crept in ; 
&c. he addes that it is moſt diligently to be kept, from divine 
tradition and Apoſtolicall obſervation, which among them, and 
almoſt throughout all the Provinces is obſerved, that for the 
right celebrating Ordinations, all the next Biſhops of the ſame 
Province meet with that people ro whom the Ruleris to be or- 
gained ; and the Biſhopbeing choſen, the people being preſent, 
&Cc. — which we find obſervedtby you (ſaith he) inthe Ordi- 
nation of $ab;ns, that the wffice of a Biſhop was. conferred up- 
on him by the ſuffrage of the whole brotherhood, and the Bi- 
{hops who were preſenty Epiſt. 68. This teſtimony is.cleare and 
full for many things worthy our obſervation, 1. That Ordi- 
nation was after —_— 2. That the people have right of chu- 
ſing the higheſt officers in the Church. 3. Thar they have the 
greateſt power of chuſing or refuling, 4. That they have right, 
and it is their duty to ſeparate themielves from ſuch: as _— 
| een: 
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been placed over them proye wicked. 5.That all this is by divine 
authority. 6.T hat they have the ſame right to chuſe all Charch- 
officers.7.T hat this is the way to keep out the unworthy;whence 
we may conclude the pec ple owned for true matter of the 
Church then, were anunderſtanding and holy people. Pamel:- 
7 inhis Annotations upon the place, though no great friend 
to the peoples power here, yer proves the preſence and ſuffrage 
of the people for ſome ages after in Africa, Azguſtines Suc- 
ceflors ſo choſen; the fame praftice in Greece in Chryſoſtomes 
time, in Spaine, in France, in Rome, and this cuſtome to have 
continued till Gregorie the firſt, nay till the times of Charles 
and Lews Emperours ; the like teſtimony from the firſt 
times of all jmmediately ſucceeding the Apoſtles, Clemens Ro- 
2anus (the ſame who is mentioned Phil. 4. 3.) writing an E- 
piſtle to the Corinthians and taxing a great ſchiſme among 

them, caſting off ſome of their faithfull miniſters, he tels them 

it is an unjuſt thing to remove them from their publick mini- 

try, who had been placed by the Apoſtles, or after them by ex- 

cellent men, the whole Church conſenting , or itſeeming good 

to the whole Church, &c. 

2, For the Teſtimonies of our Reformers ; it is well known 
to be the doQtrine of the reformed Churches generally; I ſhal 
give an inſtance or two. Calviz upon that word ereormiozrres, 
eAts 14. 23. they two ſaith he , viz. Paul and Barnabas 
created the Elders, but the whole multitude as it was the cu- 
ſtome of the Grecians in their EleRions, declared with their 
hands lifted up whom they would have. So the Romane Hiſto- 
rians ſpeak many times; the Conſuls who held the Aſſemblies 
created new Magiſtrates, for no orher reaſon, but becauſe they 
received the votes, and moderated the people in their choice. 
Inſtitu, 1. 4.c. 3. Set,15, Againe Pauland Barnabas are laid 
to ckuſe the Elders; do they this as a duty proper to them ? nay 
ratherthey permit the matter to the votes of all ; therefore in 
ordaining Paſtors the choice of the people was free ; but leaſt 
any thing ſhould be done tumultuouſly, Pax! and Barnabas bave 
the leading plaes or rule them as Moderatours; and ſo ought 
the decree of the Councell of Laodicea to be underſtood, which 
forbids the choyce to be left to the people. (alv. in Atts- 14. 
23. Bexza upon the ſame place, this wood (tranſlated, — 
" © t 
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bur ſignifying as formerly we heard, to chuſeby hands lifted 
up) ariſeth (ſaith he) from the cuſtome of the Grecians, who 
oave in their votes and ſuffrages with their hands ſtretched our 
' And the force of this word isto be obſerved, (he ſtill goes on ) 
that we may know Pax!. and 'Barnabas did nothing of their 
owne pleaſure, nor exerciſed any Tyranny in'the Church. Then 
maintaining his owne calling and the calling of the reſt of the 
Reformers to their miniſtry, Firſt he denies thac Ordination 
or Conſecration by Inpoſition of hands co be lawfull, which is 
nſed among the Papiſts, upon a double ground, 1, Becauſe there 
was no lawfull choyce before it. 2. Becauſe the Ordainers a- 
mong them deſerve excommunication, and in. theſe two caſes 
Ordination is void by the Canons they boaſt of. Secondly he 
layes down the certaine notes of their call, (his owne with the 
other miniſters of the Reformation, that they were approved 
of both for life and doAtrine, by the lawfull Teſtimony of their 
Churches, that they were by them choſen , and laſtly 
with calling upon the name of God confirmed in their mini- 
ery. 

Bucer. The Holy Ghoſt requires, that they who are ordain- 
ed to the Holy miniſtery , be firſt tryed and proved, and ſo farre 
as is poſſible approved to all in the Church ; and this he argues 
from the unfruitfulnes of the miniſtry otherwiſe ; --- adds;wiſe» 
ly, and not according to humane wiſedome only, bur divine, 
did Leo Biſhop of Rowe write, that no reaſon wopld admit, 
that he that ſhould rake care of the Church, ſhould not be both 
proved & deſired by that very Church,--- which Pas/ confider- 
ing, (viz. how much it made for the fruit of his miniſtry, la- 
bours ſo earneſtly to preſerve his love and eſteem among the 
Corinthians, and to reſtore the ſame among the Galatians, 
Bucey, of the lawful Ordination of Miniſters, p, 242, 

Furthermore great care is to be had of this, that thoſe mini- 
ſters may be given to the Churches, whom they may love, e- 
ſteem and honour;and that this may be brought to paſſe, no man 
at all isto be admitted to the ſacred miniſteries of the Church, 

. who is not before religiouſly tryed and approved to the whole 
Church where he ought to adminiſter, p, 243. p. 244 | 

In this tryall of thoſe that are preſenred to the ſervices of 
the Church, not only is this to be required whore made for 

| : thoſe 
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thoſe miniſteries. by God, bur likewiſe that they may. be ac- 
knowledged, received and accounted ſuch, by the Churehes, 
their tryall is ſo to be ordered and carryed thorough, that it may 
be knowne and throughly - beheld by the whole Church to 
yhich any one is to ſerve, who are to be received by them, as 
given and ſent of the Lord unto them: who are tobe refuſed by 
them, as not given and ſent by the Lord unto them.; And then 
he brings in that of Cyprian formerly mentioned. Epiſt. 68. Let 
theſe ſuthce for inſtance. 
Objett. But the people are ignorant, irreligious, and many 
wayes unfit. Ev; 
Anſw. 1. For their abilities in learning, for their judgement in 
the higheſt and,myſterious ureft points, and the like, who are to 
be cholen, they are by learned Miniſters (where it may be) to be 
tryed, 2. There isagreat uſe of the guidance and Lrethien of 
able and approved Miniſters, for ordering the proceeding in the 
choice, that it be done with due care and peaceableneſſe. 3. The 
People of the Church are not tobe ſuppoſed ignorant, irreligi- 
Ous, &c, they that are ſoare no true matter of the Church, 
nor to be owned , as formerly this hath been proved; fans this 
very right and duty ofthe People addesa further proof, becauſe 
it belongs to them to chuſe their officers, therefore they muſt 
not be ſuch a People, and in all theſe teſtimonies we find them 
ſuppoſed of another ſtampe. 4. Suppoſe that aſſiſtance of mini- 
ſters cannot be had, as incaſe God ſhould enlighten. with his 
truth a company of people in the midſt of Rowze, might not 
they by divine charter. ſettle among themſelves a miniſtery ? 
In other caſes, when the helpe of miniſters cannot be had, the 
reaſons formerly given, eſpecially the firſt, ſecond, third and 
fifth will conclude the Peoples right without them.. Otherwiſe 
this would further enſue after a generall Apoſtacy , as that of 
the Papacy, though God ſhould enlighten never ſo many Peo- 
ple, except withall he ſhould enlighten ſome of their Prieſts, 


there muſt be an impoſſibility of Church-Reformartiod.. 


5. Though ſuch a concurrence of miniſters; where it may be 
had, is for the help:of the Church, as in the reſpects above. na- 


med, yet miy they not deveſt her of this native right, to put. 


upon her any but whom ſhe ſhall chuſe and approve. 
It is true, to a wicked People no true materof the Church, 
E 3 a 
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a miniſter may be ſent to preach the Goſpel, though they hate - 
him, (ſo farre from chuſing him;) but ir 1s one thing to be a 
Preacher to a People, another to be their Paſtor, and ruling 
elderin way of diſcipline ; Only the Saints (viſible) combined, 
are capable of Paſtorall and diſciplinary intereſt. 
I How is this right of the people preſerved,to be judged 
ers of their own chufing, in the ordinary way of the 
Claſſis, when the ſentence ſhall be carried againſt an whole 
Congregation, by officers of other Congregations, never cho- 
ſen by them .? how ? was it not fairlier preſerved inthe way of 
primitive Epiſcopacy ? All the people chufing the Biſhop and all 
the Miniſters, Cyprian Epiſt, 68, ſepr. So Clemens for the Mi- 
niſters Spr. 


CHAP. V. 
The fourth Inſtru&ion, 


Chriſt hath committed the power of Diſcipline, not to the Officers 
alone, but to the (hurch, that is, to the Officers and 
the brotherhood. 


Here-is in the Church of Chriſt a twofold YOr4er- 
power; of Office 
The power of order ariſeth from Church-fellowſhip, and be- 
longs to the brethren ſo joyned together. 
The power of office ariſeth from Commiſſion for rule; 
and belongeth to officers ſet over the brethren, 


The 
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f To be exerciſed by the brotherhood, whileſt yer 
without Officers; and ic is the power of chuſing 
their Officers forinerly ſpoken to, 


5 ” ries j Tobe exerciſed by the eAdmonition. 
| brotherhood roge- | * Binding | 1: 
ther with the officers; by "I 
and it isthe power of | Excommuni- 
Diſcipline in | | cation, 


| _Loofing ; or Abſolation, 


T he power of Order u here ta-yg * Or binding by Excommuni- 
ken in a ſenſe very different Yeation , for which Admonition 
from that School uſe , where it >C makes way; withdrawing partly 
1s diſtinguſhed from juriſdittion,\, makes way for it, partly follower 
or rather againſt it, #4pon its 


eAamonition in caſe a Brother finne ſcandalouſly; withdrawing, 
in caſt he hear not the Admonition; Excommunication, in caſe of 
ſtubborne perſiſtiog in his ſinne againſt the Admonjrion of the 
{hmrch, | 
fudging. 
Putting away. 
| Excommunication f&JT aking away. 1 Cor. 5. 
expreſt by (@yPwrging ont. 
E Delivering to Satan 
Stating among the Heathen, Matth. 18.17. 


Looſing or Abſolution xa Upon Repentance 
in the Churches Confirming her love, * Cor, 2. 7,, 8 


This power of Diſcipline, is one of the Keyes of the King- 
dome of Heaven : The Key is twofold, of ſ Dottrine, Luk,11.52 
Diſcipline; and here 

the opening and ſhutting of the Key is the ſame with binding 
and looſing formerly. Matth, 16. 19. with. Xfatth. 18, 15, 16, 


17, 18, The 
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The power of diſcipline thus briefly declared, we now 
come to confirme the inſtruction, that nor to the officers alone, 
but to the Church it is committed, that is the brotherhood with 
the officers, 

1, It belongs to the Church, 2Zatth. 18, 17. but the Church 
never ſignifies the officers alone, throughout the new Teſta- 
ment-frequently the officers and brethren together : as in the 
inſcriptions of the Epiſtles to the Church at Corinth, &c, ſome- 
times the people diſtin from their officers; when they were, 
poſſeſſed of officers, Aﬀs 15. 4. the Church there diſtin 
from the Officers whether Apoſtles or Elders, and this Church 


the brethren, v. 22, 23. ſo Kev. I. 20, theſtarres are the mini- 


ſters, and the candleſticks are the Churches; before they were 
offeſſed of officers, As 14.23.there is the Church as the candle- 
ick, before the candle be pur into it. If any man ſhall ſay that 
in Matth. 18. 17. the Church fignifies the officers alone, in ſtead 
of proving he begs the queſtion, 


2. The Apoſtle enjoyning the exerciſe 
of this power for WS 2s: 2. 


aſcribes it to the brotherhood together with the officers, 

Firſt,for Binding, 1Cor.5.he writes to the whole Church, To 
the ſame here, to whom he inſcribes the Epiſtle,but he inſcribes 
itto all the Saints in (orinth, with all in every place, as com = 
prehended in his ſalurtation, and concerned in the inſtitutions of 
this Epiſtle, though particularly fent to the Church at Corinth, 
2, The ſame who were puffed up when they ſhould have mourn- 
ed, v. 2.:areto be gathered together in the name, and with the 
power of Chriſt, Paxls ſpirit joyning with them, though he was 
abſent in body, v. 4. to deliver ſuch an one to Satan, wv. 5. 
3. The ſame whoſe glorying is .rebuked, the whole lump lea- 
vened, v. 6. are topurge out that leayen, v, 7. whence the A- 
poſtle digreſſeth from publick leaven, the ſcandalous ſinner, to 
perſonall leaven, malice and wickednefle, 2.8. 4. The ſame 
to whom he gives direction for avoiding familiar ſociety with a 
ſcandalous brother, interpreting the meaning of a former E- 
pittle, 2.9, 10,11. they are to judge of thole within, wv, 12, 
and pant away from among themſelyes that wicked perſon, 
V.I3, 


 F30g I Cor. 5. 


Secondly 
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Secondly for looſing, 2 Cor. 2. the ſame whom he had for- 
merly made heavy, v. 1,2, by rebuking .in the former Epiſtle, 
that from their obedience and repentance. he might have 
much joy of them, when he ſhould come to them, v. 3, 4. whom 
in part he clears v. 5, They are the many by whom the inceſtu- 
ous Perſon was rebuked ». 6, and they are to forgive and com- 
fort him, v 7.8. The ſameto whom the Apoſtle wrote ito 
make proof of their obedience, . 9. with whom as he formerly 
joyned in binding, ſo now in looſing, v.to they are ſtil the ſame, 
whom formerly he had made heavy, and in whom now he re- 
joyced,, cap. 7. v. 8. to the end. He that can now caſt ſuch a 
miſt, as ſhall darken ſo faire and cleare a context, and make us , 
meet with the officers only in all this, miſſing the People, I ſhall 
allow him this teſtimony, he hath profited very well in the 
ſchool of darkneſſe, Some footſtep of the Peoples power here 
we had in the ruines of diſcipline by the Prelates, in that the ab« 
ſolved Party.was wont to aske the Congregation forgive- 
neſle, 

3. Every brother hath a power, and his duty it is to admoniſh 
firſt ſingly, then jointly before a witneſle or two, the caſe ſo re- 
quiring,. and there is waightin that admonition for gaining a 
brother, 24t. 18. 15, 16, how comes it to paſſe, that after the 
offence is brought to the officers, there is no waight in the pub- 
lick admonition, and conſequently cenſure of the whole 
brotherhood, 

The end of the Cenſure is. to ſhame and humble the ſinner, 
and isthere no waight in the ſolemne judgement of any, nor 
all che brotherhood, but only of the officers for this end ? 

4. If this judgement belong only to the officers, then Chriſt , 7 
hath ſo inſtituted this Crdinance, as manytimes.it cannot ob- /» © «<; $4 
caine its end, without) the fin ofthe Church; this is cleare thus ; % too 
in caſe the Church or brotherhood apprehend the ſentence un- 
rtghteous,they cannoc withouc ſin withdraw from himtheParty , 
ſentenced, (ſuppoſe by officers proceeding as wickedly, as fome- {> aww 3 
times our Prelates and their creatures were wont to do, paſſing — ore be 
ſentence ofexcommunication for refuſing impious Ceremonies, ' 
or the like,) if they ſhal-not withdraw,the end is not obtained, 
the ſentence not obeyed ; but to lay that Chriſt hath ſo inſticu- : 
cd this or any other Ordinance, is to taxe his wiſedome and 
holineſle, F Dneft, 
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Aueſt, Suppoſe ſome few apprehend the ſentence. unrighte- 
ous, what ſhall they do ? 
eAnſw. Modeſtly declare their difſent., and for their parts 
forbeare to aA it. 
5. That the Church (or brotherhood ) hath ſome ſhare in the 
ower of the keyes, appears by her honourable --relation 
ro Chriſt; the Elders are ſtewards, but the Church is his 
wife. ; 
Objeft. That is the univerſall Church, 
eAn{.Every particular Church or company of combined Saints 
hath the whole nature of the univerſall Church, and the ſame re- 
lationto Chriſt, that all the Saints together have, 1 Coy. 12. 27. 
Obje&, Then women and children ſhould ſhare in the power 


"Tithe keyes, for they are of the Church of beleevers, 


eAnſw. This is a molt trifling objeRion, x. It is granted by 
many. who make this ObjeQion, that the brethren have right 
ro chuſe their officers, who yet deny women and children any 
ſhare therein. 2, A power may belong to ſuch an Order, yet 
not to all in that Order ; the Lords Supper belongs to the Or- 
der of belcevers, not to officers only; the children of belcevers 
are in Church-account belcevers, yet the ſupper belongs not to 
them. I will adde,that honour which belongs to ſuch an Order, 
refles upon them in that order,who are yet debarred Perſona} 
application; the honour of circumciſion, ſealing up the Jews 
into Gods family, had refleQion upon their women; they were 
of the circumciſion in oppoſition to the Gentiles, who were the 
uncircumciſion, though they could not be circumciſed - it is a 
priviledge aud honour of our Nobility in England, that they 
make one Houſe of Parliament ; and who can deny that the 
wives and children of Nobles are concerned in this Honour, 
though it belongs not to-them to fit in the Houſe ? 

Let us now adde the teſtimonies firſt of the primitive, and 
then of the reformed Churches in ſome of their choiceſt Divines, 
I, For the primitive tunes, (yprian, To the Presbyters and 
Deacons ; 

As for that which my. fellow Presbyters, Donatas and Forty. 


"atus, Novatus and Gordins wroteabout, I could writenothing 


in anſwer , foraſmuch as I have determined: from the beginning 
of my Epiſcopacy, to do nothing of mine owne mind, or by 


REEIOSR - 


g 
CO OT ne WT IT 


T he Viſible Church Reformed. 


mine own ſentence, without your counſell and the conſent of 
my people. But when ſhall come to you, (he Was now in exile.) 
by the grace of God wewill then deale about thoſe things in 
common, which either are done, or are to be done, as mutuall 
honour requires, Epiſt. 6. at the end. The like to this, in the 18. 

Epiſtle, about the demand of ſome of the lapſed, (thar is thoſe 
who had fallen in time of Perſecution,) deſiring to be reſtored, 
having for that end obtained the Confeſlors letters, {the Con- 

feſlors were ſuch as were impriſoned for the truth.) This thing 
(ſich he) (ince it belongs to the counſell and ſentence of os all, 

I would not judge it beforchand, neither dare I challenge to 

my ſelfe alone a common buſineſle, 

When loops Presbyters had over-haſtily received ſome of the 
lapſed ro the Lords Supper, He rels them they muſt- make ac- 
count to plead their canſe before himſelfe, the reſt of. the Minifters, 
the Confeſſors, and the whole People, Epiſt. 10. 

When he yet in exile was conſulted with by letters by his 
Presbyters about certaine who had fallen, and were now retur- 
ned, deſirous to be received againe of the Church, he an- 
{wers ; 

I cannot be juage alone in this caſe ; many of the miniſters are ab- 
ſent; and this caſe requires exatt handling, not only With my fel- 
low miniſters, but with the whole People; for the thing 1s to be 
weighed with well-poiſed moderation, and ſo to be ſentenced, as may 

for _ times ſettle an example abous the miniſters of the ('hurch, 
Epilt, 28. 

The miniſtery of Rome to Cyprian, (there being at this time 
wo Biſhop at Rome,) 1s this great buſineſſe it ſeemed good to ws, 
which thou alſo haſt formerly handled , that the Peace of the 
Charch be upheld; furthermore, ſo conference of counſels being had 
with the Biſhops, Presbyters, Deacons, Confeſſors, and in like 
—_— with the ſtanding People to handle the cauſe of the lapſed, 
Epiſt, 3a. 

wk to the Feople, concerning Feliciſſimns and the five 
Presbyters of his fation ; By the Providence of God they under- 
go the puniſhment they have deſerved, that not being caſt out by us, 
rhey ſhould caſt ont themſelves; — According to your divine (uf- 
frages, conſpirators and withed men ſfoould of their owne accord 


drive themſelves ont of the Covey ;' (he here cals the ſuffrage oy 
F 2 the 
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the | divine, not becauſe infallible, bnt becauſe ir is ac- 
cording to Scripture that they ſhould have their vete ) Againe, 
They alone beare the puniſhment of their conſpiracy, who former!) 
according to your ſufſrages,now according to the judgements of God, 
have deſerved to wndergo the ſentence of their conſpiracy and Per- 
verſeneſſe.To the ſame People ; abour the buſinefle of the lapſed 
in generall for receiving or ſtill refuſing them, Cyprian decla- 
ring his hope ſhortly to be reſtored together with his fellow mt- 
niſters; hom being preſent, (ſaith he according to your indgement 
either way, (arbitriam,) /ikewiſe, and the (ommon Connſell of us 
all, we may order andexattly handle the things that are to be done, 
As once it ſeemed good, Epiſt. 40. A further Teſtimony we have 
formerly ſet down at the end of the ninth Argument, for the 
matter of the Church, ſhewing at once how the People of the 
Church were qualified, and what power they had for keeping 
out the unworthy. Epiſt. 55, More Teſtimonies of like nature 
might be alledged out of the ſame father, but theſe ſhall 
ſuffice, 

I ſhall nor need hereto obſerve, how he aſcribes to the Peo- 
ple in point of cenſure, as their right; counſell, conſent, vote or 
iuffrage, judgpment either way, or arbirrium, norhow generall 
his Teſtimonies are, as including the reſtof the miniſtry ; the 
miniſtry of Rome likewiſe giving the like Teſtimony. 

We come now to ilome tew 1 eſtimonies out of ſome of the 
choyceſt Divines of the Reformed Churches, ({alvin, Leri us ob- 
ſerve that this temper is to be held in excommmur.ication,that thisdij- 
cipline be exerciſed bythe Common Councell of the Elders, and with 
the conjent of the People, and his is the remedy whereby Tyran- 
ny is prevented, in 1Coryg.4. That ;s the warrantable proceeding 
in excommunication which Paul ſhews, if not only the Eltlers do ut 
apart, but with the knowledge and approbation of the Charch, viz. 
in that manner that the multitude of rhe People do not rule the 
attion, but obſerve it-as a witneſſe and keeper, that nothing be 
os by a few at their pleaſure, Inſtitut. lib. 4. Cap, 1:2, 

ea. 7, | 

Bucer. This power (of the keyes,)-i7 inthe Whole C bharch, but 
the authority of the miniſtry is. inthe Elders and Biſhops, . as of old 
at Rome the Power was in the People, the authority m the Se- 
ate, in Mat, 16. 18,19, The ſame Author expounding, Jarrh. 
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18. 15. &c, If the offending vrother heare not the ſecond admoniti- 
on, let his ſtubbornneſſe be declared to the Church, that he may be 
the third time admoniſhed by the whole Congregation, of thoſe a- 
mong ſt whom he is, or Whereof he is a part; and if he heare not the 
Church, being admoniſted by her, let himbe accounted as an hea= 
then and Publicane. Againe : of the Power of binding and looſmg, 
that is of ſbatting ont, or receiving into the Church, whether at the 
beginning or *after Wickedneſſe committed, I have ſpoken before; 
Aat. I6. but here it is clearly ſet forch that this power, tha t is, 
the keyes of the kingdome of heaven, is ir» the hands of all 
thoſe who meet together in the name of Chriſt, thar is in faith; 
becauſe theirs is the ſpirit of the Lord and his word; for ſuch 
only meet in the name of Chriſt, that is, truſting upon Chriſt, 
and grow together many members into one body, 8c, Then in- 
rerpreting the19.v.---when two of you ſhal agre together to ask 
any thing,&c.he thus ſpeaks of private admonition,and abſoluti- 
on inthe hands of the brethren; the Lord ſpeaks here eſpecially 
ofpraying for pardon on their behalfe who had offended. Hence 
therefore we may learne the fruit of private admonition and ab- 
ſolution; for if two ſhall agree together, t o beg the pardon of 
a ſin; that fin muſt be known to them both, and acknowledged 
as ain, here therefore the private admonition, or confeſſion. 
of that (in muſt have had place. Now foraſmuch as true prayer 
ſHuts out doubting of obtaining, ic muſt needs be thar a brother 
may confirme a brother, that pardon is granted, and by apply- 
ing it to him, may render him. ſecure in-the Lord; hence the bre- 
thren in private, according to Chriſts inſtitution, exerciſe in 
Part the power of the keyes, and thence their right of publick 
exerciſe of them,it being of the fame kind, wil evidently follow, 
as he there ſpeaks. 7t is true, ſaithhe, the Lord hath utterea this 
Promiſe concerning a few, that he might teach how he approves 
and embraceth us, agreeing and conſenting together in\him- 
felfe, though we be never ſo ſmall anumber; but we ſhall pleaſe him 
more, if many among ſt our jelves ſhall agree together in him, and 
we ſhall be able to doe things innumeravle in his name. The ſame 
Author, The Apoſtle blames the Corimhians,. that the whole 
Church had not appointed mourning, that is, faſting and publick 
deprecation of the wrath of God for this Wick edneſſe, and that ſhe 
had nat caſt out the inceſtuons Perſon ont of her Communion,--* gr | 
| | | x: wy 
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did no loſſe ſolemuely exhort the (/orinthians, that after his repent- 
auce , they would receive him into the favour of the Lord and his 
Charch, lib. de regno Chriſti c. g. -Þ. 43. There is much more 
in the ſame grave Author to the ſame purpoſe up and down in 
his works; I ſhall adde only one ſhort teſtimony more out 
of Peter Martyr. We conclude ſaith he without the conſent of the 
Charch, (that is the People of the Congregation,) no man can be 
excommunicated. loc. com. de excommunicar, ſent. 9. Thi 
7 ghr belongs to the Charch, neither onght it to be taken from her, 
ent 10. - 

We hall forbeare further quotations, it being generally the 
doQrine of the Reformers, asis well known to ſuch as are ac- 
quainted with their Writings, | 
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CHAP. VI. 


{| Po Chapter ſhall be taken up with certaine Concluſions, de- 
pending upon the former about diſcipline. 

1. As the Prelates, ſtripping both the People and the El. 
ders of the power of diſcipline, violate the Goſpe-order in two 
maine degrees, (we may addea third, in that they take it into 
their owne hands who have nothing to do with it,) ſo they that 
will have the Presbyterian Government ſo exerciſed, as all pow- 
erſhall be confined to the Elders excluding the People, vio- 
late the Goſpell-order in one maine degree at the leaſt. 

2, Foraſmuch as the People of the Church have a power of 
Church-order forthe exerciſe of diſcipline, both privately and 
publickly, hence we may now clearly fee of what neceſſity it 1s, 
that the matter of the Church be only viſible Saints according 
to the doarine and explication of the matter of the Church 
formerly laid downe. Many there are, who looſing this Peg in 
the Tabernacle of the Peoples power for diſcipline, they then 
looſe another, concerning their qualification for the due matter 
of the Church,and thence a third, their right of ehuſing officers, 
and a fourth, the due limits for the Sacraments, and fo the 

whole frame growes ruinous, I much admire the wiſedome of 


our king and lawgtver of his Church, who hath ſo ordered all, 
as 
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2s where his Parterne is obſerved, there muſt be a beautifull 
Temple; To inſtance in this particular, becauſe the People have 
rhetr ſhare in the power of the keyes, and the exercife of it :: 
therefore they muſt be a knowing and a holy 7:ople, without 
which they have no Principles for ſuch duties. 2, Had this been 

obſerved, Prelacy had never got footing in the Churches. 

3. Much lefſe f'rimacy over all, that which the man of finne 

claims to his pretended chaire; the lacking of this joint made 

way for the myſtery of iniquity inthe world,and the infirming of 

it muſt make for the deſtruction thereof, 

3.[n ſetling a diſciplinary Congregation, there is the ſubſtance 
of a Church-Covenant, whether in word expreſt or not, What is 
the ſabſtance of a Church-Covenant ? The mutuall conſent of 
the faithful for walking together in one Congregation, according 
to the rules of the Goſpel, for faith, obedience, communion in 
Worſhip and Diſcipline; in ſetling the Church in her Congrega-» 
tions : here is the ſubſtance of this, theſe things are viſibly done; 
what objeQtion then can there be of weight againſt the ſolemne 
profeſſion of it by word? 1, The Scripture ſcemes to hold it 
forth, as 7/a. 44 5, Solſraclof old was taken into Covenant, 
and how often the Covenant renewed -with them, even upon 
fingular reformations. 2. Inthe Primitive times the Catechnmens 
when received into Church fellowſhip, gave up themſelves by 
ſolemne profeſſion openly expreſt unto the Church. 3. When 
members are admirted in the reformed Churches, they profeſle 
their purpoſe for religions walking in Church-fellowihip, and 
for ſubjeRtion to the Diſcipline, 4. In this, as in other cales, by 
apen profeſſion and covenanting, we lay a ſtrifer tye upon our 
ſelves, for all duties of Church-communion. 5. We do more 
expreſlely witneſle our high eſteeme of Gods inſtitution for 
Church-order and priviledges, 

This confederacy according to the order of the Goſpel,ſeems 
to give immediate right to the ſealing Ordinances,as vilible inte- 
reſt in the Covenant of grace gives the firſt right. 

I. It was not intereſt in the Covenant. of grace alone that - 
gave immediate right to Circumciſion, and the Paſſeover of old, 
bur there muſt be a profeſt joyning with the Church of the Jews 
in her Diſcipline and Policie z therefore ob (for inſtance, ) was 
not to be circumciſed, becauſe not ſo adjoyn'd. 

oo IN 2, Where 
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2. Where there is full communion in Church-priviledges, 
there muſt be the exerciſe of Diſcipline for keeping that com- 
munion Pure, unde r paine of higheſt diſpleaſure from the Lord, 
1 Cor, 5+ throughout ; but where there is communion 1n thz 
ſealing Ordinances, there is full communion in Church. priviledg- 
es ; therefore there muſt be this reall confederacy for diſci- 

line. 

F 3. If the ſealing Ordinances may (at leaſt ordinarily) be ad- 
miniſtred to ſach as refuſe confederacy for diſcipline, then may 
the Ordinance of diſcipline for eyer be refuſed by the Churches : 
but this may not be, as hath more largely been proved, 1»/tra&, 
2, Cap. 3. 

Te me(ſaith grave and learned Bacer,)the Church without the 
moſt frequent uſe of mutual admonition, ſeems the ſame with: a 
kingdome that is without judgement, without the uſe of laws, 
and as a City brought indeed under the Power of the Prince, but 
as yet not ſo orderd and ſerled by him, as thar it (houid have the 
forme ofa city and of a Common-wealth, Magiſtracy being 
ut upon it, and laws ſetled; thus he ; and what authentick right 
can there be of publick adminiſtring the peculiar Priviledges of 
che Common-wealth, to the free borne ſubjeQs in a city ſo nn- 
jetled? ſo for the Church undiſciplined, | 

Objett. . Thoſe baptized by Fohn, and' the Eunuch by 
Philip. 

eTnſWw. When the time or the place was not for particular 
Churches, the firſt right alone ſufficient, as before the Temple 
or Tabernacle, ſacriticesnot confined to place. 

4. Ci gr 3x For ſetling diſcipline in this Kinzdome, 
Perſons unfit for Church-Communion are to be left 
Out, 

This queſtion, (whether for the true method of ſetling of 
Chriſt the Churches aright in this Kingdome,Perſons unfit are 
to be left out, or caſt out,) well cleared, will make much 
= true Reformation among ns. To this we ſay two 
things, 

I, Suppoſing all ſuch are to be caſt out, they muſt firſt be 
left out, that they may be caſt out, leaving them out orderly 
making way for their caſting out, | 

I, That they maybe caſt out, diſcipline mult be ſeries; for 

it 
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it is by diſcipline, that they muſt be caſt; out ; rhat diſcipline 

may be ſetled, officers muſt be choſen by the people of rhe 

Church ; but Perſons unfit for Church-Communion, 1. are. 
not the People of the Church, 2. They are morally unfit to 
chuſe officers. 3. They are a Party engaged, as if MalefaQors 
ſhould chuſ: their Judge ; therefore they may not chuſe 
officers. . © 

2. The diſcipline for caſting out is to be exerciſed, as by the 
officers by an office-power, ſo by the people by a Power of Or- 
der ; bnt Perſons fit to becaſt our, may not have this power 
and the exerct eofit; this would prevent diſcipline for ever, 
except we ſhall think that they. will caſt out themſelves. 

3. As ina Church where Diſcipline is ſecled , ſuch as are for- 
mally ſuſpended, or to be ſuſpended, are left out as to vote or 
conſent before they be caſt out;ſo in aChurch to be ſerled,ſuch as 
are materially ſuſpended, or to be ſuſpended,(asare all to whom 
we refuſe, or ſhould refuſe the Sacraments) are to be left our, 
before they be caſt out, 

4. If Chriſtians in name, but ſcandalous in life, have not loſt 
their diſciplinary intereſt till they be caſt out, then neither have 
the ſcandalous Miniſters loſt their miniſteriall intereſt for Diſci- 
pline till they be caſt out : if ſo, then theſe Miniſters with thoſe 
Chriſtians may, joyning together,ſet up the Prelatical Diſcipline 
Bccleſiaſtically valid. Whether now ſhall theſe be withdrawne 
from or not, that the true Ditcipline may be ſet up ? If not,they 
will carry the falſe by number of Votes; if they may, the que- 
Kion is granted, there mult be leaving out before caſting out. 

2. I hey are to beleft out, not calt out, 

'2. They onely are to be caſt out by Niſcipline in caſe of ſcan- 
dalous finning, who have beene by voluntary confederacy under 
it, and accepted as fit matter of the Church ; but ſuch were nor 
our ſcandalous ſinners; they were never yet under the Diſcipline 
which we contend for, neither can they in true account, be 
owned as fit matter of the Church, 1. That only they who are 
true matter of the Church are objects of diſcipline, it is cleare, _ 
becauſe dilcipine is for them within,not for them withour.2,only. 
them who have by voluntary confederacy come under it. 1.No 
man, . or fociety of men, hath Church-power over another, - 
- Without his conſent firſt had ; as the -—o_ Aſſembly ſpeaks 
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in anſwer to the Diſſenting Brethren;the mutual afſent and agree- 
ment of the people among whom, and over whom diſcipline is 
ro beexerciſed, is the next foundation of the exerciſe thereof, 
2, Diſcipline being among the weapons of ſpirituall warfare, and 
having to do onely with the conſcience, it hath place only upon 
thoſe who conſcientioufty{ in appearance at leaſt) have owned 
this Diſcipline as an ordinance,8 therupon, of free accord, volun- 
tarily engaged in it. Objef, The preaching the word is to deal 
only with the conſcience; ſhall it therefore be preached onely to 
ſuch as voluntarily ſubmit to hearing ? .L/; The preaching of 
the word is an ordinance, firſt proving it ſelfe, and then all other 
ordinances, as Sacraments , Cenſures; therefore ſo far as it hath 
firſt convinced, otherstake place; 3. The people of the Church: 
are a willing people. 4. The Diſcipline had no place with the Ca- 
rechumens of old, notwithſtanding their perſonall profeſſion, 
till upon their voluntary giving up themſelves to the Church, 
and by the Church approved they were received into full Church 
fellowſhip. 5. The like method is uſed by the reformed Churches; 
None are under diſcipline, who have not firſt been approved and 
by voluntary tender of themſelves received to the Supper, 

2, The Church is ſo to be made up of her members, inher ſe- 

_ verall congregations, as that the ſmaller number is ever to be 
ſuppoſed ro be caſt out of the greater; 1, Foraſmuch as the 
people have their Vote in caſting out ; 2, Foraſmuch as the pre- 
ſence and cenſure of thoſe who are to caſt out, make for the 
humbling and ſhameing of rhoſe whoare to be caſt out ; but 
if all the ſcandalousare to be caſt out, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that they will be the ſmaller number, ia ſeverall congrega- 
ions, 

3. Caſting out ſuppoſeth publique, but perſonall admonition 
(if hehear not the Church) and particularhy.proofe of the fault? 
for which the finner is tobe caſt out : but. how this is- poſſible in: 
-—— ppp I ſhall. only appeal to experience, and common 
cnſe, 

4. If all ſcandalousfinners amongſt us be to be caſt out, then 
are they all the ſcandalous of the Church, ( what have I to do 
co judge them that are without? ) But they are not. all the ſcan- 
dalous of the Church; with none of the ſcandalous of the 
Church muſt we familiarly keep company, and yet may we abide 

in: 
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in the world,but with-many of the ſcandalous in the' Nation, we 
muſt upon diverſe 'occafions keep . familiar company, except 
we. will go out .of the. world, (and it is the fame'cafe in all 
Nations of the world). 1 Cor. 5.9; with experience, 
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Thetrue way of Reformation amongſt us, inithis ; that: per- 
ſons fit matter ofthe Church, joyne together in Church fellow- 
ſhip, chuſe Officers with Cautions farmerly aid down, - and fo 
forme Congregations .into a Gſciplinary. Stare, 'cxereiling dif- 
cipline among themſelves; leaving out the reſt. From Congrega- 
tionall Churches thus ſetled, Combinations of Churches for 
mutuall help will ariſe; but here is now. onr ſcruple about the 
civill- Magiſtrate, what warrant Chriftians and Miniſters have * 
thus to proceed, except he by publick-authoriry- take order, In 


anſwer to this Llay down 
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CHAP. VII. 
"The ftfth.Inftrn&on. 
There is a Church-Power formally d5ftint® from rhe Civill. © 


O® concluſiqn will. here be of uſe before weinſift upon: the 
/ proofs of this Inſtxuftien ; And it is. this; The authority 
and rcJation of Magiſtracy is one and the fame; whether the'per- 
fon of the Magiltrate he Chriſtian or. not; as the anthority:and 
relation of a father. is ome and; the fame, in both cafes; tr be- 
longs to the office of Magjſtracy to preſerve authorttarively 
both Tables of the law of God, to take:oxder thar: the SubjeAs 
may live in godlinefſe and honeſty, though onely the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate hath, principles for exerciling this power in! a Chriſti- 

an way, This premiſcd&we come to the proofe, 
_ 1. From.the enfignes of theſe Poxwersz the Sword of the Ci- 
vill ; the Keyes of the II theſe, as of different 
2 namec 


wr 


TheT abernacle of God with Mem: : or, 


kl 


are the enſtgnes, difterent, * 

2, From the nature of theſe Powers compared r_ In their Ob- 
je&; of the one, the Common-wealth ; of the other, the 
Church. 2, In their laws; of the one, ſuch as humane wiſedome 
findes neceſlary or expedient; forthe ſociety of mankind; of 
the other, only the word of God. 3. Their authority ; of the 
one , Imperiall, commanding in their own names, as Lawgi- 
vers to the Subjes; of the other, miniſterial commanding only 
in the name of Chriſt, the only Lawgiver of his Church, 4. In 
their puniſhments & rewards;of the one,fach as concern the out- 
ward man ; as for puniſhments, fines, impriſonment,baniſhment, 
death, &c. For rewards, revenues, honours, &c, Of the other, 
fach as concerne the inward man ; binding or looſing (the wea- 
: Pons of this warfare are ſpirituall,) retaining or remitting 
lins, 

3. From the inſtitution of theſe powers; the inſtitution of 
Magiſtracy is divine in generall. (The powers that be, are or- 
dained of God,) The conſtitution in particular is humane, in di- 
verſe nations, diverſe ; in ſome, the Governement by the king, 
in others by the State, inothersby the People ; (Be ſubjeR to 
every humane creation,)z Per, 2. 13. The inſtitution of Church- 
office, is divine both generally, that there be officers in the 
Church, and particularly that theſe be they and no other, 1Cor. 
12, 28, the civill magiſtrate is nowhere in the liſt, or roll of 
Church-officers. 

4. From the conveyance of theſe powers. 1, The civill ma- 
giſtrate, (to inſtance in the ſupreme Perſon,) may be 'by ſaccef- 
fion ; Church-officers muſt be by Eleion; the civill magiſtrate, 
(to inſtance in the ſupreme Court,) may be by ele&ion of the 
people of the Common-wealth as ſuch, whether duly qualified 
for Church-Government or not ; Church-officers 'muſt be by 
eletion ofthe People of the Church as ſach ; and they mult 
be qualified accordjag to Scripture-Characters, that they may 
rightly be choſen, / | 

5. From the£xerciſe of theſe powers ; both theſe powers 
were exerciſed in their full heighe, for the firſt three hundred 
years after Chriſt, when yer, neither was any Church- officer 
a civill magiſtrate, neither did any civill magiſtrate. pretend td 
bea Church. officer, 6, From. 


name and nature, ſo they repteſent that/power, whereof they 
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6. From the diffolution of theſe powers; excommunicati- 
on diflolves all Church-power in the hand of a Church-officer, 
when rightly adminiftred againſt him; it neither diſſolves nor 
weakens civill power in the hand of the Magiſtrate, when right- 
ly adminiſtred againſt him. | 

7. From the farre diſtance of theſe Powers; a woman may 
be a civill magiſtrate, (as Deborah im 1/-azl,, Queen Elizabeth 
in England,) but a woman may not be a Church-officer; a 
Perſon may by good right be a Magiſtrate, yet by no right a 
Church-member, much lefſea Church- officer. 

8, Adde to theſe the concurrent judgement of all Churches, 
who have ever avouched both in DoAtine and PraRiice theſe 
powers diſtin, 


Hencea CONSECTARY. 


To the Church, as the Church, it belongs, to exerciſe all 
Church.power, whether the civill Magiſtrate take order for it 
or not, whether he allowit or oppoſe it. We ſhall here pre- 
miſe two conclinſtons to prevent miſtake, 

I, Thecivill magiſtrate is not to allow any exerciſe of Church- 
power in his dominions, which cither is, or by him is conceived 
to ” contrary to the rule of Scripture, and fo diſpleaſing to 
God, 

2. Incaſe the Chnrch proceed according to Scripture-rule, 
and is by the Civill magiſtrate oppoſed or perſecuted, ſhe muſt 
_ defend her ſelfe by armes, but ſuffer in a way of well- 

oing. 

This premiſed, now to the Proof of the ConfeAary. 

I, The Church, as the Church, is entruſted with the power of 
diſcipline, a great Goſpell-Ordinance, in the exerciſe whereof 
conſiſts a great Part of the adminiſtration ' of the Mediators 
Kingdome, as we have ſeen in the ſecond inſtraRion formerly ; 
and this power intrinſecally in her, independently upon the 
civil magiſtrate : therefore it behoves her ,. as ſhe would 
= found faithfull in that great truſt committed to her, to cxer- 

«iſe it, 

To the Church of beleevers, - yet furgiſhedwith officers 
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in any Congregation, it belongs to chuſe and ſettle officers, ta- 
king in what due help of the neighbour Miniſters & Congrega- 
tions may be had. To the Church miniſteriall, in her Congregati+ 
ons furniſhed with Officers, it belongs to exerciſe diſcipline, as 
occaſion (hall bee; The ſame right that believers have ta 
joyne together in congregations, for duties of ſolemne worſhip, 
the fame right have they for the duties of diſcipline ; the ſame 
right rhat they have to chuſe Elders for 7 hag" in the word 
and doctrine, the ſame have they for chuſing Elders that ſhall 
rule them : the ſame Commiſſion that enjoynes the Paſtors and 
Teachers, to preach and adminiſter the Sacraments , enjoynes 
them likewiſe to diſpenſe difeipline, but, according to the me+ 
thod of the Goſpel. | | 

2. The Church when in her pureſt ſtate.for the firſt 3oo years, 
durſt no more negle& that ordinance of diſcipline, then any 
other Goſpel-ordinance, though cruelly perſecuted by the civill 
powers; here that cancluſion is of uſe;; The relation and au- 
thority of Magiſtracy is one. &c. 

3+ If that may be laid. afide, the Sacraments mult ; becauſe 
partaking in them are as of higheſt Church-fellowſhip, and 
the Lord allowes not under ſevere penalty upon the whole con- 
gregation, the retaining of ſcandalous linners in Church-fellow- 
ſhip, who yet cannot be caſt out, | but by the exerciſe of Dilct+ 
pline. 

- + The civill Magiſtrate. mult. nat þe allowed power to a- 
bridge:Rhri, of the compleat agminiſiration of his vilible King- 
dome; bur if the Church ſo depend upon him for-the exerciſe of 
Piſcipline, as without his allowance ſhe hath no right thereto, , 
then is this Powey allowed rhe Magiltrace., 

5. The civill, Magiſtrage bath a power cumulative for the 
Churches good, therefore ke is promiſed hex as. a bleſſing, 
(Kings (hall be thy nurſing fathers; ) not privative of her good; 


then ſhould he be. no. bleſſing to her; bur if in his power it be | 


£0, deprive her ofthe power of Diſcipline and the exerciſe of is, 
ke hath a power privative of ker greateſt gaqd, her purity, that, 
which all che peace ſhe can have by his meanes, can never, re- 
compence ; nay this muſt needs deprive her of her peace tos, 
as making way for. all wickedneſſe in a ſhort time to overgrow 
ker, and fo expoſing her to the wrath of God, . 

| There 
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There is yet another ſcruple ſticks with ſome, and. that is E- 
Piſcopacy. They who account that Government to be accord- 
ing to Scripture, know not how to indeayout Reformation any 
other way, 

To remove this ; 

- 1. Suppoſing ſuch an- Epiſcopacy as we finde to have had 
place in the Church, about two hundred years (ſuppoſe ſooner) 
after Chriſt to be according to Sctipture. 1, Yer the frame of 
our Prelacy, made up of civill Lawyers and their retinue, down- 
wards, hath-no countenance therefrom, but muſt owne the Pa- 
Pacy as the root whence it ſprang. | 

- 2- Their adminiſtration was intolerably wicked. 1. Highly 
ſacrilegious taking out of the hands both of Miniſters and Chri- 
ftians, that power which Chriſt hath given to them, and 
commanded them to uſe in the exerciſe of diſcipline. 2. Noto- 
riouſly prophane, beſides their whole courſe, abetring prophane- 
nefſe, and ſtrengthening the hands of the wicked every where; 
a memorable monument hereof we have in the Book of Li- 
berty, of their procuring and enjoyning, for the-moſt abomi- 
nable and ridiculous, (not without palpable ftraines of Pa- 
ganiſme,) Prophanation of the Lords day ; another , the many, 
moſt ſcandalous and vile of the ſons of men, by them ordained 
Miniſters, and highly preferred. 3. Groflely ſuperſtitious, wit- 
neſſe the Ceremonies new and old, ſo zealouſly by them con» 
tended for, as if all religion had been in that will-worſhip. 
4. Piainly idolatrous ; memorable here, their Altar-worſhip. 
5- Egregiouſly perſecuting ; the voice of bloud ſpeaks here a- 
loud, from Gaoles, from Pillories, even the bloud of the ſincere 
and- godly Party, generally up and down this Kingdome, Mini- 
ſters and Chriſtians, continually under the laſh of theſe taske- 
maſters, Memorable here the many precious ſervants .of God, 
now'in new England, forced by their tyranny into thoſe remote 
wilderneſſes. 6. Openly rebellious ; ſhaking» with both hands: 
all crue foundations of civill Governement, under pretence of 
Prerogative, lawleſſe ones, endeavouring the ſame boundleſfle 
pc in the State Civill, that they themſelves exerciſed in 
the Church, Memorable here, that Proclamation of their pro- 
curing and enjoyning,. ſo highly abetting and ſtirring up to re- 
bellion, ſer forth againſt the. Scots, raiſed up by the hand of hea-: 

yen: 


Ne en 


— EI... 


TheTabernacle of Goa with Men : or, 


yen to ſtand for the right of civill Governement, , as became 
true Patriots and free Subjeas, 

3. Suitable to their frame and adminiſtration was their ad- 
miſſion, ſo farre trom comming in at the true doore by Chriſt 
appointed for entrance into Church office, -and accordingly by 
che Primitive Biſhops made uſe of,” to wit, . the Peoples Ele&i- 
on, that they ſcorned to owne this door, - but other back-doors 
did they not ſo much come in, as breakin at, ſtiffely avouching 
this diſorder of theirs. 

4, It is the right-and duty of the Church, to ſeparate. from 
ſinful Church-rulers, as formerly we have ſeen bothfrom Scrip- 
tare and antiquity; how great a neceſſity was there then of fe- 
parating from this whole tribe, whoſe foundation, frame, ad- 
miniſtration was ſo Apocryphall and Anti-chriſtian ? 

Suppoſing then Epifcopacy diſtin& from Presbytery, to be 
according. to rule, yE@ was our Prelacy fo little of kinred to the 
ancient Epiſcopacy, and ſo. cortrary to the rule, as either it 
muſt not ſtand;orthe Churches muſt not- ſtand; that we may then 
come to that, we muſt frſt lzave this 2. Come to it -in the true 
way which is the free choyce of the people and Miniſters, That 
this-may be done, the people fit matter ofthe Church, muſt firſt 
be form'd intoCongregations, As for that which would here fur. 
ther be required upon this ſuppoſition, Impoſfition of hands by 
Bithops, in this cale of fo great Apoltacy as hath prevail'd, the 

neceſlity would ſuthiciently plead excuſe As ſuppoſe a people 
cald ont of Babylon, if iz2poſntion of hands by Popiſh Biſhops might 
be had: for ordaining ſome among them to be rheir Miniſters, it 
were not Worth the having ; but withallt being impoſſible to be had, 
the call and confirmation of the'( hurch-#s ſufficient, as Beza pleads 
for the firſt Reformers, in As 14. 23, But turther for clearing 
this ſcruple, we lay down | 


- The Viſible Charch Reforaned. 


CHAP. VIII. 
The ſixth Inſtruftion. 


That Bifbops in office above Preſbyters,are no { hurch-officers of die 
wine inſtitution, it 19 raded by Jerome from Scriptare, 
| and the boſs Goſpel-amtiquity, 


Ja isa Divine Biſhop, one and the ſame with a Presbyter 
or « Paſtor or Teacher of a Congregatien,and Elder lahbowr- 
ing in the: Word and Dottrine; there is an humane Biſhop, one 
that pleads his office to be above the Presbyters or Paſtors office; 
and two things he challengeth above the Presbyter. 1. Power 
of Ordination. 2, Power of Jpriſdition. Ferowe a learned 
Father, famons abone 390 yeeres after Chriſt, in his Epiſtle to E- 
vagrmsant in his Commentary upon the Epiſtle ts 75:as,ſpeaks 
clearty to this queſtion, both from Scripeare, and from rhe firſt 
_ antiquity ; -T have therefore thought fit to tranſlate that 
Epiltle, and thence to-obſerve his Argumencs, from Scripture, as 
likewiſe. what he producerh from antiquity, that we might at 
once give double light ro this queſtion, knowing well,that ghere 
antiquity is uſed apainſt che Scripture ix is nothing worth, but 
whereit Nands fait-with the Scripture,it may: be a ſecondary com- 
firmation of the true meaning ofScripture,to the impaxtialenqui- 
rer after trach ; und an-argumecar fully in force againſt abe: ad- 
verſaty, pretending antiquity for his Error. This iis db 
reed againſt a croaie perſon would hayc a Deaconto be 
above x Presbyt init whom thus Jerome; 

We rend in 4ah, rhe foo! will ſpeak folly, T hear of one who 
hath broken forch intolo great folly, that he would prefer Dea- 
cons before Presbyters, that is before Biſkops. For when the 
Apoſtke reacherh clearly, that Prevbyters ace the fame with 
Biſhops, who may cnduve that the ſervant of tables and wi- 
dowes, ſhould lift up him{clfe fwollen above them, by whoſe 
prayers the budy and blood of Chrift tis ſand Fr 2? Seckeſt thou 
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3 Tim. 4. 


2 Per, 5. 


Miniſters (Sacerdotes) of one Church ; Take heed to your ſelves 
and to the Whole floek,, over which the holy Ghoſt hath made you 
Biſhops : (for itis the ſame word here, that every otherwhere is 
tranſlated Biſhops) that yee might rule the (hurch of the Lord, 
(fo he reads it) which he hath purchaſed with his owne blood. And 
that no man may contentiouſly wrangle, that. there were many 
Biſhops in one Church , hear yet another teſtimony; by which. 
it is moſt manifeſtly proved, that a Biſhop and Presbyter are one 
and the fame. For this end I left thee m Creet, that thou mighteſt 
redreſſe the things that were Wanting , that thou migheſt appoint 
Presbyrters in every (ity, as I have alſo commanded thee; If any 
man be without blame, the huſband of one Wife, have faithful chil- 
dren, not accuſed of riot, or aiſobedient; for it behooves a Biſhop to 
be without blame, as the Stewagg of God, And to Timothy, 
Negle# not the grace Which ts m thee, which was given thee by 
prophecy, with the laying on of ' hands of the Preſbytery. But Pe- 
zer likewiſe in his firſt Epiſtle ſaith, The Elders or Preſbyters which 
are among you, I intreat, who am your fellow-Elder, 'and a wit« 
eſſe of the ſuffrings of Chriſt, and alſo a partaker of glory to come, 
which ts to be revealed, that yee rule the flock, of Chriſt, aud o- 
verſte ' ##, not of neceſſity, but willingly, according to. God, 
which,in the Greek is more ſignificantly | expreſt, &moxowirrs 
Biſhoping, that js, overſeeing them, from whence the name of 
Biſhop is drawne. - F591 | 
Do'the teſtimonies of theſe ſogreatmen ſeem ſmall to thee ? 

let the'Goſpel-tramper ſound; the Son of thunder, whom Je- 
fus loved ſo much, who drunk the flowing ſtreams of doctrine 
out of his Saviours breaſt ; ' The Presbyter to the elef# Lady 
and to her children, whom I love is the truth. And in another 
Epiſtle,7he Presbyter to the wel-beloved Caius whom I love inthe 
truth.  "Hitherto Jerome. ro ton 2 
Here we have both clearly affirmed, and ſtrongly confirmed, 
that a Biſhop in office above a Presbyter, is no where to be 
found in Scripture, but Biſhop and Presbyrer are two names of 
oneand-the' fame office, | ſo that whatſocver belongs to any.Bi- 
ſhop by vercue of his office, the ſame belongs: to-every: Presbyter, 
as he is a Presbyter. Forclearing both his affirmation and.con- 
firmation , we muſt obſerve that in his time the cuſtome of rhe 
Church; bad obtainedthart ſome werefingle Presbyters, oe 
X22 Q5 
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ſo Presbyters, as withall Biſhops challenging above Fngle Pres- 


byters, the Power of Ordination at the leaſt, themſelves like- 
wiſe ordained, not by ſingle Presbyters, '(as they called them,) 
bur by Biſhops; and it-is pleaded by the Advocates of Epiſcopa- 
Cy at this day, that the Apoſtles before their death ordained 
ſeverall Biſhops, in office above Presbyters, (as formerly we 
laid down,) over the Churches inſeverall cities, and theſe Bi. 
ſhops inconrinuall ſucceſſion ordained others; neither can a 
Piſhop be ordained by Presbyters, nor a presbyter without a 
Liſhopy ar leaſt ordinarily, ” 413 0.40 OS 
Againſt this Jerome pleads, taxing the great errour of them 

that would preferre a Deacon to a Pregbyter,, Thar it 3s all one 
to preferre him to a Biſhop; for according to'Scriptare, the one is net 
ther greater nor le ſſe then the other, neither 8s there any ſuch diſtin- 
Zion of ſingle Presbyter from the Biſhap, but they are one and the 
ſame, 4nd this he ſaith the Apoſtle teacheth clearly ; and having 
affirmed this, he proves it by many Arguments, .: 

I. From the grantea operation belonging to the Presbyters of. 
fice as ſuch ,- and therefore toevery Presbyter, which 3s to conſe= 
Crate the body and bloud of Chrsſt. Where is the bigheſt officiall 6- 
peration, there is the higheſt office; . but in the hands of every Pres- 
byter is the higheſt officiall eperation : (for we may not thinke that 
eithex impoſition of hands in Ordination, or paſſing ſentence in ex- 
communication are afts of higher natare, then conſecrating the ele- 
ments in the Supper,and thu belongs to every Presbyter by vertue of 
his office,) therefore in the hands of every Presbyter.is the higheſt 
office, Thelike Argument wehave, 1 73m. 5.17. Thoſe alts 
which are moſt worthy of honour ave the higheſt; but ſuch is labonr- 
ing in the word and aoftrine, belonging to every miniſter of the 
word, compared with ruling challenged by the Biſhop. | 

2. Argument from the two firſt teſtimonies, Ph. I. 1. and 
Atts 20. Of Biſhops above Presbyters, there 3s but one belongs to 
a city. But here are many to one city, to Philippi, ro Epheſus, and 
theſt were one and the ſame with Presbyters. I's 

The denyall of the Propoſition he accounts contentious 
wrangling, whence this diſcourſe proceeds clear, | 

3. Argument from the ſame teſtimonies ; T he name of Biſhop 
5s equally given to all the Elders, Phil. 1. All the miniſters ſalu- 
ted by that name, (for what reaſon _ be imagined, te 
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Jſreps and Elders diſtinit, why he ſhould ſalute only the Biſhops and 
Deacons, and leave ant all the othey miniſters ?) AQts 20. the ſame 
who are called Elderr, V. 17. are Biſhops, v. 28, The ſame Argu- 
ment, Ft. 1, 5. with the ſeventh. | | 

4. Argument, from the laſtteſtimonie; here the names are 
uſed indifferently one far anarher, aud the ſelfe ſame qualifications 
for office /ubjoyned to eachname, there the ſelfe ſame office is ſet 
ont wnder each name. But ſo it is here. The eApoſtle enjoyning Ti 
tus ts appoint Elders, ——— if any be blameleſſe, cc. v. 5 , He gives 
the reaſon, v. 7. for a Biſhop mwſt be —_— &c, If Biſhop 
and Presbyter be not one and the ſame, the Apoſtle had nor 
reaſoned at all; mightir-noc be replyed?ie is true, a Biſhop 
muſt be blamelefle, &c. but every u9ys > is not a Biſhop; 

Here we may take notice of the: miſerable ſhifts of the Je- 
ſuits, and with them our Prelates. The names ,lay they, were 
then common, bat the office d;ftin. 

Anſw. 1. Becauſe the names were common, and that perpe- 
tually, therefore the father here, according to all reaſon in the 
world, argues the office one and the fame. 2. Not only the 
names are common, but the- qualifications for office, archere 
encand the fame under thoſe names, The felfe ſame office is 
ſec forth;their glofle here doth yer further betray the nakednes 
of their evalion.e LF Precbyter ſay they js comprehened in a Biſhop, 
for every Buſbop is a Presbyter , (though withal be bemore,) as 
every y Arnents a Senldier, and therefore the names are common. 

e-Anſw. 1. Where. Perſons different-in- peculiar Calling or 
Commiſſion, doyet agrecin one common defromination, it 
cannot be ſaid they are one andrhe- ſame; No man faith, 
(though every Captaine be a- Souldier,) \that a Captaine and a 
Souldier are one andthe fame; but op! ng ER AC- 
tording to the. Scripture, - that Biſhop and Precbyter: are oe and 
the ſane. 2. Inſuch. a difference of Perſons, . the lefſe may be 

affirmed indefinicely, or aniverſatly of the gremcer ; but not the 
greater of the lefle ;. iti s true, every Captain is a Souldier ; but 
1t: 15 not true that every Souldier is a Captaine ; but here the Bi- 
ſhop is affirmed ofthe Elder, 4s 20. 17. with 28, and' Tir. 
I. 5. Wh, 7. Their ſecond {hift is xs miſerable, - (for this 
hold is ſo weak they are forced to quitit,) That in rhe Apoſtles. 
teves the office of Biſhop and Prerbyter was diftiu8,. but both at 
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ene time conferred upon the ſame Perſons, | | 
Anſw , 1, This is to be wiſe above what is written, no ſuch 
thing any where hinted, 2. The highelt operations are aſcribed 
to the Elders as ſuch to feed, to labont m 'the word' and: de- 
Arine, therefore the Biſhops office could not be above theirs, 
3- How miſerably then g_—_ argued ? #hat folly it this 
(faith he) that any man ſpow!, —_— Deatons before Presbyters, 
(ſpeaking of the Presbyters of his time, when the cuſtome of 
the Church had obtained: that Biſhopy were above Presbyrers,) 
that i1 before Biſbops; and thence carries an! his diſpute, that. 86- 
cording to divine inftitution there is no differ ence. Now if this, Je> 
faitical Allegation was true, the Anfwer was ready ; they had 
in the Apoltis time the office of Presbyterrand Bilkop  botb, 
though diſtin, yer in one Perfon, as now they-arediftint in 
ſeveral Perſons; | therefore Presbyters now :arce not by divine 
inſticution equallrothem ; the truth is, it {i one office, which 
was thenin one Perſon undivided ,, is now diyided, and fo ſha- 
red into ſeverall Perſons. os 
' $o- Argument. From 1 Tim. 4.14, 1f that which chultenged: 
peculiarly to Biſhops, belong to the Preſbyters as ſuch, ' they their 
office 17 not diftint} ; but ſo it is; that Which 14 challenged, &c.No- 
thing more peculiarly challenged then Ordivation, yer is that here 
by 7erome pleaded for the Presbyters, in this very queſtion, wher- 
in he is pleading the equality of ( or identity rather ) of Biſh- 
ops and Presbyters. ' The ſame we may argue from At, 
13.1. &c. The feparatuig of Zarnabe! and Savl to their Mini- 
ſtery among the Gentiles by impoſition of: harids, cannot well 
be conceived belonging to any other then to thole to: whom 
it belongs xo ſez a part by like impofition of hands, the -ordi- 
nary Miniſters of the word; at leaft not-to any: inferiour to 
thoſe; But Par! and Barnabas were ſeparate to :their Miniſtery,. 
rot by Biſhops above Presbyrers, bur by Prophets and Teachers 
who were Presbyters. 0bje#. The greater cannot- be 12- 
ed by the lefſe;, Par! Ordained Timothy. Anſv. This 11mpe- 
ktion of hands ts of like nature, with' Ordination at the: leaſt; 
the Presbyters concurred with Paul. oO IO, 
6. Argument, From 1 Per.5.1-2, The Greek. word-( faith. 
he) emozowty76, overſeeing Or taking the over-fight, is more 
Ggnificant, whence the name of a Biſhop: is-drawn z, T — 
aa" R _ 
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ment is thus. Y/hatſcever operations belowug to the Biſhop by hy 
Office, the ſame belong to the Presbyter by hu; therefore they are 
not diſtin Officers, but one and the ſame, The former part is 
proved thus; All that belongs to the Biſhops office, 1s comprehen- 
ded in the word emaxomiv which ſignifies 80 performe the part 
of a Biſbop ; from whence the wery name of Biſhop 1 derived; but 
whatſoever # \comprehended in the word emoueaiiv belongs to 
the Preſbyters by expreſſe teſtimony here ; they muſt alt the part 
of Biſhops; which were they not the ſame with Biſhops, would be to 
»ſurpe.. Therefore if. not onely Ordination-but Juriſdition be- 
{ongs to Biſhops, the ſame by as authentique Commiſſion: be- 
longs to Presbyrers or Paſtors and Teachers of ſeverall Congre- 
gations. Hence as formerly for Ordination, ſo for Juriſdiction, 
we may obſerve that it is to be performed without Biſhops di- 
ſin from and above Presbyters, 1 Cor. 5.per. totums,there were 
thenno Biſhops in Corinth. 

; Obje, The Apoſtle there excommunicated , ver/. 3. 1 have 
judged already, &c. On 
_ * ſw. I. Some (as Beza for one) hold excommunication 
prevented by publique rebuke, and repentance thereupon, 2 Cor, 
2. 6, the word em[:ws rendred puniſhment, ſignifies rebuke. 
2, The Apoſtles judgement was a judgement of doarinall deter- 
mination, appointing them what to do, in caſe publike rebuke or 
admonition ſhould not reclaime him ; not of juridicall executi- 
on. T-he Church was to be gathered in the name and with che 
power of Chriſt, zo deliver, &c. 3. Had not this Church the 
ſame power with thoſe Churches Rev. 2? But they were to 
proceed bythe Apoſtles direQion, blamed that they had ſuffered 
tuch and ſuch as the Nicolaitans, Fezabel, &c. The Apoſtle him- 
ſelfe not formally ;executing, 1 75m. 5. 17, All Church-rule is 
diſtributed among the Elders or Presbyters; therefore to the 
Elders, as the Elders it belongs; and Elders and Biſhops are one 
and the ſame. 

Adde here Twhat is obſerved) the word 4#5xon©- or Biſhop 
is never mentioned in the New Teſtament as belonging to a per- 
petuall Church officer, but the aRions therein required belong to 
any teaching Presbyter, arenot thoſe peculiar ations challenged 
to the Biſhops. 

7. eArgument from this laſt teſtimony, and 2 John 1 &- 
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3 Fohn 1. There i" no perpetual office in the. Charch above thas 
Which the- Apoſtles held in common with the perpetual officers ,. la- 
bouring in the word and dofttrine, and according to which they 
ſtile chemſelves; but that is the office of Presbyters, as is cleare 
in theſe teſtimonies. _ 46 | 

All theſe Arguments we have here in Jerome*s diſcourſe, and 
thus by him made uſe of; let us adde the io 

8. Argument. The office of Paſtor or Teacher, 1 an office of 
the higheft denomination after the Apoſples and Evangeliſts have 
ſs Epheſ.4.11, &. Tofeed and to teach are hi - atts then 
to rale in way of Diſcipline; 1 Tim. 5.17, 2, Theſe are the on- 
ly Miniſters of the word, given of Chriſt to the Church in all a- 
ges for perfefting the Saints, for the work, of the Miniſtry, for edz- 
fying the body of Chriſt, verſe 12. But every Miniſter of the word 


is by his office a Paſtor or Teacher, | | | 
Objef. But Biſhops above Presby ters may- be Paſtors abgye | 
Paſtors, and Teachers above Teachers. | Frome 
eſp. 1. Thoſe aAsand the power for. them whereby they 
challenge ſuperiority,cannot make them above, becauſe they,are 
of inferiour nature to the aQs of feeding and teaching belonging 
ro very Miniſter of the word, _ 1 2 vere 
2. All officers of one denomination, whethex aboye them or 
below them, are equall in. power and office; the Apoſtles: and 
Evangeliſts above them, equall among themſelves ; the Deacons 
below them; equall among themſelves; and whar-hint. is there that 
theſe middle officers ſhould among themſelves. be divided into 
extremes? a Lo 4 to 50016. 7 
« * Thus from Scripture. Jerome now goes on to ſhew the equali- | 
ty of Biſhops and Presbyters, as to their office by divine inſtitu- I! 
tion, - partly by preventing an objeRion, partly by a famous in- 
ſtance in the Church of eMlexanaria;.the objeion he prevents | 
in theſe. words ; But that afterwards one .was: choſen, who | 
ſhould be preferred before the reſt, it was done for thei remedy | 
of ichiſme, leaſt every one drawing the Church of Chriſt to him- 
ſelfe ſhould breakit inpieces.. The Summe is this; in the A- 
[tles times there was no Uifference,..the Scripture holds them 
orth equall; this difference was made. afterwards,,- occafioned 
by ſchiſme, for the healing whereof the Church thought it expe- 
dicnt to.take this courſe; but no ground in Scripture tor this inp 
= | __ quality,, 
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quality; and this he expreſſeth yet more clearly in his Commen- 
rary upon Tt, 1. 5, comparing the fifth and ſeventh », together, 
chushe ſpeaks. Let us diligently attend the Apoſtles words, 
aying that thou mayeſt appoint Presbyrters in every city, as I 
had appointed thee, who ſhewing what kind of Presbyter oughr 
£ode ordained in his following diſcourſe, rhus he inferrs, for it 
behoves a Bilnop to be blameleſle, as the ſteward of God; a 
Presbyter then is the very ſame with a Biſhop, (faith he) and 
before that by the inſtinR of che devill diviſions were made in 
religion, and they ſaid among the People, I am of Pax, I am of 
eFpollo, but T am of Con the Churches were governed by the 
Common Councell of the Presbyrets ; (theſe Presbyters not 
zoyhed to the Biſhop, as one above them, as it is here plaine, 
Coe al the Presbyters equall among themſelves joyning in this 
Common-Counlſell,) the Father goes on;'' but after that every 
ot thoughe theſe whom fe baprixed, his owne, not-Chtiſts ; 
it was decreed in the whoke world, that one choſen from among 
rhePreabyters, Gould be ſet above the reſt, ro whom all the 
care of the Chittch-ſhoeld belony, and che feeds of ſchifme 
Gibadd beaker aney: | | 
1, Here we ſce that this cuſtome 'tathe in long after the A- 
polttesTimes/genitratly,” | 
[1 O8ju8t. "Nay; the Apoſite ordeted ic thus in his time; for it is 
faid tiete, When '0ne Raid, 7 abrof Par, another, 7 am of Apollo, 
&\/, Then was this courſe taken; biitiewasm the Church of {- 
2b +the Apoſtles time; har fo they feid; | 

nſw, That forme of words _ here uſeth aptly to ex- 
pteſe the manner of Schilmie, but doth tor point ar that time, 
ab mt avaſt had nb raken this conrſe, as is manifeſt, 
; th prove equality of Biſhops und Presbyrers, 
frot#'Epiſtles writren sfter the Epiſtle to ehe Corltnhinns, be 
yet ſaifh#fterwards this courſe was taken. 2, ' He doth not ſay 
when the Corinthians faid thus, but when they ſaid thus among 
the people, it was decreed not in (orimcb, but in the whote 
world. 2. And as it was after the Apolles titres, ſo thatit had 
no ground in theit writirigs, he = oss 0h To ſhew by fotnc of the 
ſame Scriputtts, Fortmerly uſed" in 'this Epiltte t© 24mm, 
which Serrprares he futther in this place infiſtsnpon. Sore mat 
may think (faithhe,) that this 45 not The ſetitefice of the Scri- 
pture, 
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pture, but my owne, that a Biſhop and a Presbyter are one, and 
that one is the name of age, the other of office or duty ; ler him 
read the words of the Apoſtle, Phzl.'T: 1. Philipps is of Mace- 
donia, and certainly in one city there could not be many Bi- 
ſhops, as they are called, butbecauſe they called the ſame Bi- 
ſhops at that time, whom they called alſo Presbyters, therefore 
the: Apoſtle ſpake indifferently of Biſhops, as of Presbyters. 
Yet this may ſeeme doubtfull ro ſome men, except it be confar- 
med by another teſtimony, A#s 20. 17, 28. Mark this dilt- 
gently, - (faith he,) how he calling the Presbyrers of one city of 
Epheſus, afterwards cals the ſame Biſhops. If any man will re- 
ceive that Epiſtle which is written to the Hebrews in Pax/s name, 
chere alſo the care of the Church is equally divided among ma- 
ny, foraſmuch as he writes to the people. Obey them that rule 
over you, &c, Heb, 13. 17. and Perer who from the firme- 
nefle of his faith receivedhis name,---in his Epiſtle ſpeaks,laying, 
the Elder: that are among yon, | I who. am likewiſe your fellow El- 
der, &c, 1 Pe. 5. 1.2. Theſe things I have therefore ſpoken, 
that we might ſhew, that amongſt the Ancient, - Biſhops and 
Presbyters were the ſame, but by lictle and little,that the miſeries 
of diſſention may be plucked up, all the care was laid upon one. 
Therefore as the Presbyters know that they are by the cuſtome 
of the Church 'ſubje& to him that is ſet over them : ſo let che 
Biſhops know, that they rather by cuſtome then the truth of 
the Lords order are greater then Presbyters, and that they 
ought to governe the Church in Commune ; imitating oſes, 
who when he had it in-his :Power alone to rule the People of 
Iſrael, choſe ſeventy; . with whom he would judge the People. 
Hitherto 7eromeupon T3: 1, 1. whoſe diſcourſe.is ſo plain and 
cleare, that the very reading/it over, anſwers all cavils ſtarted 
to obſcure hisdoAtrine, touching the equality of Biſhops and 
 Presbyters by divine inſtitution ; and whereasin theclole of all 
he ſeems ro parallel the Biſhop and his Presbyters with Loſes 
and his ſeventy Judges, that thisin parallel- is according: £0 the 
cuſtome of the Church, not according to ſcripture rule, 15 evi-. 
dent by the words immediatly foregoing. 
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ww E returne now to his Epiſtle to Evagrims, and come to. 
the inſtance of the Church at 4/exararia, further con- 
firming the-equality of Presbyters and Biſhops, when he had 
ſaid (as formerly we quoted) in prevention of an objeRtion ; 
but that afterwards one was choſen, who ſhould be ſet before 
the reft, it was done for the remedy of ſchiſme, leaſt every one 
drawing the Church of Chriſt to himſclfe ſhould break it in pie- 
ces; he addes, for at Alexandrix alſo, from ark the Evan- 
seliſt, untill the time of Heracias and Dzoxy ſins Biſhops, the Pres- 
byters alwayes named one, the Biſhop , who was choſen out. 
of themſelves, and placed in an higher degree, as if an Army 
fhould make a Generaf, or the Deacons ſhould from among 
chemfelves cluſe one whom they knew induftrious, and call 
him Arch-Deacon; For what dotha Biſhop, Ordination exceyt- 
ed, that a Presbyter may not do ? 

The kwmme of theſe words is, as at Epheſus and Philipp, in 
the Apoſtles time the Biſhops and Presbyters were one and the 
ſame, fo after their time, till about ewo handred and ſixty 
years, more or leſſe after Chriſt,. they remained equall in office 
at Alexandria, (what change foever was made fooner in ſome 
other Churches, occaſioned by ſchiſmes amongſt. them,) only 
for more orderly Proceeding, one ofthe Presbyters was choſen 


| by the reſt, to be. in degree above the reſt, but not in office or. 


diſtin Power, ashaving no peculiar Ordinarion, and this man 
they called the Biſhop ; that. this is the true meaning of the 
words, it appears upon diſtin con(ideration of them, . (here we 
muſt remember that his Prevenctan of the Objection follows 
immediately his Scripture teſttmonie; and the inſtance of A/ex- 
amiriz tmmediately follows that Prevention.) 

I. The Cenjunction «{o, or «nd, joyns this example of 1- 
lexandria, to the former of Epheſss and Philippi, (For at eMlex- 
andria allo.) 

2. Hemakesa difference betwixt Feraclas and Dionyſus, Bi- 
ſhops, and thoſe before them, from fark the. Evangeliſt, 
whom they called Biſhops, | | 3, He: 
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3. He ſhews what the difference was, that whereas Her 4- 
-las and Diony/ſius were by peculiar Ordination made Biſhops, as 
in office and Rower above Presbyters, (as the like cuſtome had 
obtained earlier in other Churches, as aPÞ rs in (yprians E- 
piſtles,) they thatavere before, were only choſen by the Pres. 
byrers, placed in an higher degree, and called Biſhops, bur had 
no peculiar Ordination, (and therefoge nopeculiar office. )T hat 
they: kad no peculiar Ordination, is manifett. r. By the Per- 
ſons þy whom they were Kt in an ligher degree, they were 
only the other Presbyters, But x, Presbyters alone ſay the ad. 
yocates of Epilcopacy, may not ordaine a Presbyter, much lefſe 
2 Biſhop. 2, It they might ordaine a Biſhop, much more might 
they ordaine a Pcesbyter, and then what place for the office of 
2 Biſbop in the Chuechy above the Presbyter ? Ordination be- 
ing one maine pecubar challenged to the Biſhop. Had it then 
been peculiar Ocdination thar had advanced' theſe ahove the 
ref, and { inveſted them with apeculiar office, it muſt have 
been Biſhops,net Prexbytcrs, by whoſe hands they were fred 
up. 2. By che cxplicatian ſabjoyned in' two compariſons. 2, 
As if-an Army ſhould make a Generall. Here the Army chufi 
the General, anfiversto the Pregbyters chufing the Biſhop ſo 

called; As 7eraome ſpeaks, He that 5s Generall only pon thoſe 
termes hath no peculiar Commiſſion, it belongs to the Prince or 
Ft ate to give that ; neither had hethat was Fiho Pp afy peculiar 
Ordination, according to the mind of this compariſori, which 
the next compariſon holds forth more clearly ; ſuppoſe the 
Deacons ſhould agree among themſelves to chuſe our one whom 
they would call Arch-Deacon, here neither is, nor could be 
any peculiar Office or Ordinatian conferred upon this Arch- 
Deacon. Hence Jerome concludes, heving no diſtin Ordination, 
they had no diſtintt Fower or Office ; and that ts the true mean- 
ing of thoſe wards; for what doth a Biſhop, Ordination ex- 
cepted, that a Presbyter may nat.do ? This uſually otherwiſe 
interpreted. v3, that. a Presbyter may.do all that a Biſhop 
may do, only-the aft of Qcdination excepted, he-may not ordain. 
And .. they -thatare for the divine right of Epiſcopacy will 
have the exception to be by divine inſtitution ; but this is cleare- 
ly to interpret this clauſe contrary to Jerome whole difcourie, 
both-the Scape and Arguments of it, 2, Pleading o_w 
I 2 | 
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of Biſhops and Presbyters, or their identity rather, inſtanced in 
Impotition of hands by the Presbytery. 3. This interpretation 
overthrows his diſcourſe in this very inſtance of the Church of 
Alexandria, whence it is inferred,as wehave ſeen by the naturall 
explication of this diſcourſe, But 2. they that: are againſt E- 
pilcopacy, uuderſtand 7erome to ſpeak of the Praftice of the 
Church inhis time ; as if he ſhould fay there was no difference 


formerly ; now there is only this, and that not by divine inſti- 


tution, but by the cuſtome of the Church. A Biſhop ordains, 
which a Presbyter may not. do- T his. interpretation may: ſtand 
with his former diſcourſe and with the truth ; and this paſſing, 
there is nothing for Epiſcopacy by divine right ; therefore to 
rant this, looſeth nothing of the cauſe in hand, but the truly | 
naturall interpretation following upon the former diſcourſe, 

which hath concluded what is here inferred , ſeems to- be that 

foxmerly given, Ordinarion excepted, ſignifying without Ordi- 

nation conferred, Ordination here paſſively not aQtively taken. 

Summe up the diſcourſe in this inſtance of eAlexandria, Every 

diſtin&t Church officer hath a diſtin Ordination ; but- theſe 

Biſhops, ſo called inthe Church of Alexandria, till Heraclas 

and D:onyſius, had no diſtin Ordination from that of Pres- 
byters; therefore they were no diſtin& Church-officers from- 
them. 

Hence we have light diſcovering rhe truth, againſt the three 
Pretences from antiquity, pleading the divine right of Epiſ- 
COPACY. 

1. It is alledged, that ſuch and ſuch Apoſtles and Evangelifts: 
were ordained Biſhops of ſuchand ſuch Churches ; among the 
reſt, Mark the Evangeliſt Biſhop of Alexandria ; that 
they ordained their Succeſfors; and ſo Epiſcopacy hath run: 
downe in a conſtant courſe. from the Apoſtles times. | 

Anſve. 1.. This ſtory overthrows it ſelfe, as is obſerved by 
the learned. 1, What place is there for ordaining Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, Biſhops over. ſuch and ſuch Churches, . who as A- 
poltles and Evangeliſts, had already in every Chiirch, what pow-- 
cr ſoever a.Biſhop can claime in any Church to - which he is or- 
dained ?. 2, Ordination.is from the leſle to the greater; if an 
Apoſtle or Evangeliſt firſt, - be afterwards ordained a Eiſhop, 
then is the office of an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt inferiour- ro that of 
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Anſw, 2, That there was: no ſuch Succeſſion of Biſhops, or. 
daining Biſhops diſtin from and above Presbyters, .is manifeſt. 
in this inſtance of the Church of eMexandria, where till Her a> 
elas and. Dionyſis, a Biſhop was no other but one of the Presby.. 
ters; by "the choice :and: conſent of the reſt,. ſet in an higher. 
degree. et V | 
x 4 Another: pretence from antiquity, is the Catalogues 
of _ Biſhops, ſucceeding .cach- other in ſuch and: ſuch 
Churches, | 760 £26-? | 
' Anſw, How dothit appeare that theſe Biſhops had peculiar 
Ocdination and above: Presbyters?. there 1s as formall a- Cata-! 
logue given in of the: Biſhops of. eL/xaxdtia, as of any other 
Ehkurch ſucceeding Mark the Evangeliſt in this order; 1. £91- 
ans. 3,eAbilim.. 3, Cerdo. 4. Primm. 5.Fuſtus, 6. Eumenes, 
7. Marcus. . 8:Celadion; 9; Agrippas or Agrippinus. 10. Fulia- 
nu. 11;Demetrins. 12. Heraclas.. 13. Dionyfins, Whereas yet 
we have it cleare from Jerome, that Heraclas was the firſt 
_ had diſtin&t Ordination and Office above. a Pres- 
ter. 
: 3. Pretence from antiquity, ſuch teſtimonies as are given to 
the honour and power of Biſhops by the Ancients; ' and here 
above all 7gnatixs helps at every turne.. | 

Anſw. 1. Forafmuch as five of his Epiſtles are granted by. 
diverſe advocates of EpiſcoPacy to be ſuch as do rides be- 
tray no little forgery, who ſhall aſſure us, that thoſe ſeven by 
them avouched in all things genuine, are ſo indeed ? what more 
— then that they ſhould eſcape tampering by the ſame 
hands ?- 

2, Thoſe ſeven moſt ſtood upon, . are 'by very. learned men 
(amongſt others Sa/maſins,) jadged in the very teſtimonies ve- 
ry ſpurious, and that not. from biafſe, but upon good grounds. 
}. The arrogance of ſome of them ; take that for one, . in his 
Epiſtle to the Trallians, . #hat is che Biſhop, but he that is ftroug- 
ly poſſeſt of all Principality and Authority, beyond all, as much 
4s is poſſible for men to be poſſeſt ? being made an imitatour, accord- 
ing to PoWer of (briſk who ts God.. He that can find here an Apo« 
ſtolicall ſpirit breathing , ſurely. hath lirtle acquaintance with 
the Apoſtles writings, ſaith Sa/maſins; and indeed how unlike 
to that of the Apoſtle is it 2- 1 Cor. 3. 5, Who then is Paul, _ | 
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who is Apollo, but miniftersby whom y ou beleeved? &c. This 
was P.-w/s way to take up ſchiſme; how contrary to this 7gna- 
rixs here for the Prevention of it * 2 Of the falleneſle of ſome, 
that, in the ſame Epiſtle ; Reverence the Biſhop as Chrift, as the 
bleſſed ApsſHes communaed you. Where isthis command 2 That; 
in his Epiſtle ro the Smyrnians, Let that be accounted a firme 
Encharift, wich is by the Beſbop admuniſtred, or by hin to whons 
he ſhall have committed #t ; it: is not Tawfall without the Biſhop 
either to baptize or to offer, &c. Hath not the Holy Ghoſt com- 
mitred preaching; and baptiſme; caqd: adminifiration of che 


Supper, joyatly eo every Presbyrer?: this ſonadsil in every carc, 


except of Papiſt- or Prelate; the Church of eAirrxandra had 
no trae baptidine for about two hundred and ſixty years, if this 
berrac doQrine; as for the Refonmed Churches, they. are in the 
fame Cafe, 3, Theidolatrous ſbraync of ſome; yake that in the 
fame Epiſtle, 1» the Church i wothing. greater then the Biſhop, 
oonſecrate ts God for the ſalvation. of the whole world, 4, The 
mpertinencic of ſome, 'take thatin his Epiftte to the Phila- 
delphians; Let the Princes obey the Emperour, the Souldeers 
the Princes, ve Dearons the Prevhyrers, thaſe High-Prieſts, 


the Prevbyters ana the Deacons, and the reft of the Clergy; * 


and who are they T wonder, and what part of the Clergy is 
the Pencon? with all the Prople, and the Soutdiers, and the 
Princes, and vhs Empperonr, let:thow obey the Biſhop. Setting a- 
ſide orher flawes, what 1mpertmencie 1s here to enjoyne the 
Pritces-and the Emperour to obcy rhe Biſhop,” when there 
were not tt this time, nor many years afterany Empcrour or 
Princes Chriſtian ? Theſe are ſome few gleanings more of the 
hke ſtampchere to be'fonnd; that not without reaſon it is by 
the learned comertured, tharabout the beginning or middle of 
the ſecond Centary, was this forged Anthor ſurreptitiouſly 
brought-mro the Church, about whichtime chis kinde of Epil- 


copacy fearing above Prevbytery began. 


3. How lice onr prelates and their party regard his writ. 
mgs, ( only they plead them:to ſerve their own turne) is Ma» 
nifeft, that 'we hear fo littte from them of ſubjecion to: the 
Presbyrers and Deacons,. which Ignarm urgeth ſo muolizin 
his Bpiſtle to the Traltiang, It wneceffary 'that ye do nothing 


 withoutthe Bithop, bur that ye be in ſubjeRion likewiſe to the 
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Presbytery, as to the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt; And'ye ought by 
all meansto pleaſe the Deacons,being --- ofthe myſteries of Jeſus: 


Chriſt —— The Presbyters are the great Councell of God, 
and the Chain of the Apoſtles of Jetus Chriſt. In his: Epiſtle 


Cnr een 
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' tothoſe in Tarſus, Let the Presbyter be ſubjeR ro the Biſhop; 


the Deacons to the Pregbyters; the People to the Presbyters 
and the Deacons ; they that keep this good order, my ſoul for 
theirs, Much more to the ſame purpoſe up: and down in him;. 
where Sa/maſins conjeAures this ſpurious Author was about the 
midſt, or towards the beginning of the ſecond century, whilſt 
the Presbytery yet retaind much of its authority. 

Now what do our Prelates. and their party here? For 
Presbyters,they allow them no rule by way of jurisdiftion; for 
Deacons, they have firſt changed their and then order- 
editſoas it is never long ſtanding, being only. a degree to: 
Presbytery. | 

And indeed here this: /gnativs ſeemes to aſcribe that office 
and power to Deacons which the ſcripture takes no notice 
of, which hath appointed them.to the ſervice of tables, not to- 

reach and rule in the Church (as erome argues; and this- 
| ers. diſcovers that this is no true /prativs. T 

4. Conclude from ferome, that before ſchiſme fell out in the 
Churches, and that long afcer the:.Apaſtles times, the 
Church was governed only by Presbyters.; that the Biſhop 
above the Presbyters was brought into ſame Churches ſooner,in- 
co others later; according as ichiſme gave the occaſion; that it 
was about 260 years, ere this change was made in the Church of 
Alexandria; that whereſoever it was made, it. tands not up- 
on divine authority, but upon Church Cuſtome ,. and this by 
Scripture ſtrongly proved ; therefore theſe teſtimonies: of 1g- 
zatias, Or whatſoever the like, ſo farre as they plead for Epel- 
coPacy above Presbytery, cannot ſtand either with the truth 
of the Scripture , or. the practice of the firſt aud pureſt 
Churches. | 

We returne to ferovre his Epiſtle to Evagrivs ; That: 
which next follows concenhes not the matter inhand, but: is a- 
gainft the ſuperiority of the Biſhop of. Rowze, - and dpainit/a 
perverſe cuſtome in Rome, that: a Prevbyter was-prdained apen - 
the tetimony.of a Deacon; that which concernes-the _ 

oe queſtion 
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queſtion followes in'theſe words, Preſbyter and Biſhop, one #5 the 
name of age, the other of dignity ; whence to Titus and Timorhy 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Ordination -of the Biſhop and Dea- 
con,concerning the Presbyters he is altogether ſilent, becauſe in 
the Biſhop the Presbyter alſo is contained;He that is ordained 
from the lefſe to the greater he is advanced ; Therefore either 
Jet the Deacon be ordained from the Presbyter , (that is, let 
him thar is firſt a Presbyter be afterwards ordained a Deacon ) 
chat the Presbyter may be proved lefle then the Deacon into 
whomhe encreaſeth from a liccle one; orif the Presbyter be or- 
dained from the.Deacon, let him know that he is lefle in gaines, 
oreater-in miniſtery, And that wemay know'that the Apoſtoli- 
call traditions were taken out of: the -Old Teſtament , what 
Aaron and his ſonnes, and the Levites were inthe Temple, that 
let the Biſhops, and Presbyters, and Deacons challenge in the 
Church. | | | 
Here we have two things confirming the equality of Biſhops 
and Presbyters ; in the third place an objeRion is to be an- 
{wered, ſeeming to favour their / inequality, | 
The firſt thing confirming their equality , That Presbyter 
and Biſhop are different names of one and the ſame perſon, in 
-one-and the ſame office, as having'one and the ſame ordination; 
and where it is ſaidthe Presbyter is contained in the Biſhop, the 
meaning is not as thelefle in the greater, but as one with him ; 
thus he expreſt himſelfe in the beginning of this Epiſtle ; this he 
hath ſtrongly pleaded all the way ; thus againe in his Commen- 
tary upon 1 Tizzs, as was formerly quoted in theſe words. Some 
man may think that this is not the ſentence of the Scripture, but 
mine owne, that a Biſhop and Presbyter are one, and that one 
1s the name of age, the other of office ; lethim read the words 
of the Apoſtle, Phil, 1.1. &c. ; 
The ſecond confirmation of their equality , that Ordination 
is from the leſſe to the greater ; and therefore if the Deacon be 
greater then the Presbyter, he muſt from a Presbyter as a little 
- one, grow by Ordination.into a Deacon as a great one; this rule 
deſtroyes the foundation of Hierarchy ; That the Apoſtles were 
;towards the end .of their dayes, (and: ſo the Evangeliſts) or- 
dained Biſhops of cerraine Cities ,: every one baving his proper 
.- See; then from an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt as the leſfſe, did- he by 
Ordination 


The Viſible Church Reformed. 


Ordination, increaſe into a Biſhop as the greater ; but this is too 
abſurd that a Biſhop ſhould be greater then an Evangeliſt, nay 
then an Apoſtle, 

The ObjeXion to be removed follows in the laſt words ; 
Andthat we may know that the Apoſtolicall traditions, &Cc. 
where he cals the ſuperiority of Biſhops over Presbyters, then 
obtaining in the Church, an Apoſtolicall tradition, 

Anſw, 1. There was great difference betwixt the Epilco- 
pacy that then was, and the Prelacy as we have had it; as no- 
thing was done without the Biſhop, fo nor withour the reſt 
of the Miniſters and People. 

2. His ſcope was to prove, and clearly he hath proved, that 
according to the Scriptures in the writings of, the A- 
poſtles, there is no inequality at all betwixt Biſhop and Pres» 
byter, but they are one and the ſame, 

3. The riſe of their inequality he makes the cuſtome of the 
Charch , contra-diſtinguiſhed to the truch of the Lords 
order, 

4. Therefore that he cals it an Apoſtolicall tradition, it can 
amount only to this; that what the Church did here, when by 
ſchiſmes occaſioned thereto, he conceiyes ngt- contrary to A- 
poſtolicall Precept, in generall, (chonghtparti 
qualiry or identity rather of the Biſhop and Presb 
dantly held forth intheir writings,) but rathe 
Churches Practice here fell under ſome generall rule, as /et al 
things be done to edifying, or the like. ; 

And here was the difference, as isobſerved-by the learned, 
betwixt Jerome and eferivs; they both agreed, that accord- 
ing to divine inſticution, there was no inequality. Aerizs would 
have this inviolably obſerved in the Church, Ferowe thought rhe 
Church had liberty to make a difference, and that it was a 
great expedient againſt ſchiſme, Of the ſame mind with Jerome 
for equality by divine inſtitution, it is pleaded by ſome choicely 

"earned amongſt our Writers of ſacred Controverſies, ( Ames 
and Salmaſm ) confelt by a learned Authour among the Pa- 
pits, (Medina,) that eAmbroſe, Auſtin, Sedulins, Primaſins, 
Chryſoftome, Theodoret, Oecumenius and Theophylatt were, 

This inſtruion then ſtands good, Biſhops in office above 
Presbycers, are no Church-Othcers of divine inſtitution ; ac- 

4 cording 
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cording as it is pleaded by Ferome. I ſhall conclude this inſtru- 
Aion, with one queſtion? | 

neſt. May the Church in any caſe, ſet up as an expedient 
an office in the Church, which is not of divine inſtitution, 

eAnſw. No, inno wiſe, Jt was appointed that the man of 
fin ſhould aſcend into his chayre ; thence the Church diſcerned 
not the iniquity of thoſe beautifull ſteps, by which he was to 
aſcend ; what the Church took for an expedient to prevent 
ſchiſme, proved an expedient to promote tyranny.. His time of 
falling hath been comming on, in this laſt age, is more and 
morehaſtening ;hence this truth making not alittle for it, paſ- 
ſeth clear and current in the Reformed.Churches, that in .che 
Church no office-Power is to be owned, but what 1s of dt- 
vine inſtitution. An Argument or two to confirme it. 

1. As among Jewes, no order of Prieſts or Levites,but what 
was expreflely appointed'of God, was to be received; 1o in the 
Goſpe!-Churches , no other order of Miniſteries, All by 21Zoſes 
there , as a faithfull ſervant ; All by Chriſt here, as a faithfull 
Sonne, | 
2, Chriſt is the onely Law-giver of his Church, the appoint- 
ing of office isamainecxercile of the Law-givers power, as in 
the kingdomes oF menyTo/in the Kingdome of the Mediator. 


isa proper and eſſentiall meanes of worſhip ; therefore it muſt 
be of no other then divine inſtitution. As for that worne Ocje- 
Aion of Timothy and Titms. Auſw, They were Evangeliſts, who 
as the Apoſtles, ar2 ſucceeded by Paſtors and Teachers ; above 
whom there is no Biſhop. 
0%jc#. The Angel of the Church 2 and 3. of the Revelatt- 
on 1s the Biſhop of each Church, a Paſtor of peerleſſe power in 
the Church, 
eAnſw. 1. Suppoſe by the Angel is meant a ſingular perſon, 
and he an eminent Paſtor , how doth it appear that he bad di- 
fin power of Ordiaation and juriſdiction above the reſt? = 
might 
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might ir not be in thoſe Churches as in the Church of Alexandria 
from Mark the Evangeliſt, till Heraclas and Diony/rms, one in 
degree and order, not in office and diſtin& power above the reſt, 
to whom the Epiſtle is inſcribed ? 
2. Angel in the ſingular number, doth not of neceſſity infer 
a ſingular perſon; it is uſed in Scripture colleRively diverſe 
times ,as P/al 34. 7» The Angel of the Lord pitcheth hu tents, 
&-c.that is the Angels of the Lord pitch their tents round about, 
&c, ſo the Reyelation frequently; the ſeven Angels that ſoun- 
ded the ſeven trumpets, and the ſeven Angels that powred out 
the ſeven vials,were not ſeven fingular Perſons, but ſeven Compa- 
nies or ſorts of men performing that ſervice. | | 
3. The Angel of the Churches, Rev.2.and 3. muſt be taken 
colleively,or thewhole company of the miniſters of the Church, 
as 1s evident, Rev. 2. 24 Toyou'in the plurall number, 
uiy Writing co the Ange), as diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of 
the Church, | 
Having ſeen the unwarrantableneſſe of the Dioceſan Biſhop, 
we (hall not need to ſpeak of the true officers for rule in the 
Church; for Paſtors and Teachers, they are doubted by none, 
but the Epiſcopall Party ; for ruling Bllers4@&:them adjoyned, 
as it hath been the dorine and peattive of the Reformed - 
Churches generally ; ſo of late therg ave diverſe dilequrles, caſic 
to be met with, fairly and clearly pleading their divige right; a- 
mong the reſt, the way of the Chaxch of Chriſt in New. Eng- 
land, the Jus Divinum, &c.the ſumme of the ſurvey of dilcpline, 
by Maſter Hooker. I ſhall therefore paſſe tq another inſtruction, 
about particular Congregations, 


The T abernacle of God with Mes : or, 


> 4 


CHAP. X. 
The ſeventh Inſtrugion. 


To a particular (ongregation of viſible Saints, furniſhed With of- 
ficers,it belongs to exerciſe all parts of diſcipline With- 
nit ſelfe. Init power of all diſcipline, whe- 
ther all power of diſcaplin?, or not, 


* 5 hg Churches inſtanced in Scripture, of Corinth, Ephe= 
ſas, ec, thus far they ſeem to have Þcen each a particu- 
lar Congregation. 

1. All the ordinary officers were choſen by the People, as of- 
ficers in comnizad to the flock in common; this appears from the 
doErine of thE Peoples choyce formerly ; of the Church of {*«- 
rizth, their miniſters were choſen, ovvevSoxnon'ons mdoug erxAnoics it 
ſeeming good to the whole Church, in the time of Cle 
mens Romans. | 

\2. In the exerciſe of diſcipline, the People: generally concur- 
red with the officers jointly; this from the dodrine of diſcipline 
formerly ; thoſe officers formerlyby them in common choſen ; 
andthus the Churches true liberty was preſerved. 

As for that ObjeCtion, -the' number of Chriſtians and officers 
were ſo great, they could not ordinarily meet in one place for 
worſhip; the anſwer is, - ſuppoſe that to be truth ; yet might 
the officers interchangeably adminiſter to them, as officers 
in common to the flock in common,as wel for all publick admi- 
niſtrations of worſhip, as for diſcipline joyntly. 

As for the other maine objeQtion, variety of languages; 
therefore their Congregations, muſt be many and fixt. 

Anſw, There were interpreters of languages, that thoſe who 
in the Congregation underſtood nor their language ſpoken 
in, might by interpretation underſtand it; this argues their 
Congregations were not fixt, according to- the difterence of 
languages, 

+ 2+ ,3- Where there are all ſorts of power for diſcipline, there 
2s an entire right for the exerciſe of it ; for power is for 94 
Cile, 
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ciſe, but in'every Congregation there are all ſorts of Power; 
there is power of order, and power of office; and for of- 
fice-power, there are both ſorts of officers, Elders labouring 
in the word and doGrine, and others for rule with them; 
and in this they of the Presbyterian and Congregationall. way 
agree. | 
hy A.Where our Saviours rule may be obſerved, Matrh.18.15,16, 
17, thete is entire power of diſcipline; But inevery Congre,.a- 
tion ſo framed, that rule may be obſerved.. Admonition; 
firſt ſingle, then betore a witnefle or two, and laſtly by the 
Church. 
| 4- $7 Where authoritative ſuſpenſion may be, there may be 
excommunication ; but in every ſuch Congregation authorita- 
tive ſuſpenſion may be; this later is granted, the former is 
thus confirmed. Where thereis power.of Church-admonition, 
there is power of excommunication;z:/ar. 18. 17. but where 
there is power of authoritative ſuſpenſion,” there is power of 
Church-admonitioni. 1. Suſpenſion ſuppoſeth ſuchadmonition. 
2. Admonition is a lefſe a& of power and juriſdiction then 
Suſpenſion is. 
. & 6: Where there is right to entige... Church 
' in the Ordinances of Publicke Worlthip';, and private 
Communion, there is right for the e of diſcipline; 
this appears thus; A ſcandalous ſinner'in ſuch a ſociety retained, 
is leaven, leavening the whole lump, —_— the whole ſoci- 
ety in guilt, 1 Cor..5, therefore, it is their duty, and in cheir 
power to caſt him-our, But in every Congregation ſo framed, 
_ is right for entire Church-fellowſhip, 8c. This is not que- 
ioned, - 

Hence to the Church of Corinth power is aſcribed; and ſhe 
blamed for not caſting out the inceſtuous Perſon, not becauſe 
ſhe had thus and thus many officers, but' becauſe ſhe was a 
Church entirely framed for diſcipline, having-in her all. kinde 
of power for that purpoſe. 
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CHAP. XI. 
The cighth Ini{tru&ion. 


Toa Congregation of viſible Sa'nts, not yet poſſeſt of officers, 3t 
| belongs to poſſeſſe themſelves of them, 
"TY Ere are two things fall into conſidera (EleQion. 

| tLON- ; 

' Ordination, 

r.. ForeleQion, foraſmuch as it is the Peoples 11ghtr, as ſuch, 
as hath been proved in the third inſtrugion, hence it belongs 
to any number of them joyned together into a congregation, 
by choyce to call Cfficers tothemielves . | 
* 2, If they have not this right among themſelves, whence 
ſhall it be derived to.them ? 1. From other Chuiches; but how 
came they by their officers? 2, From a Synod ; but a Synod is 
made up of the delegates of ſerled Congregations, therefore 
Congregations muſt firlt be ſetled. T here is the ſame anſwer 


for a-Claſkis, 3. From..the civill magiſtrate, This hath been 
prevented inthe fifth Infteuction. 4. From the combination of 
diverſe nunitt Be #2pranted that the Feople now about to 


forme into atliſciplinary Congregation, and to chuſe their offi- 
cers, oughtto confulc and fatow the juſt guidance of able and 
faichfall Miniſters proceeding aright, in directing them ; yer 
ought not thoſe miniſters to appoint officers over them, whom 
they ſhall not upon their directions freely conſent to ; Preach- 
ers to them, not Paſtors and Rulers over them, may they with 
the help of civill authority fix among them, in a 
ſetled Congregation, where by death, or removal), or cenſure, 
only-one officer is wanting, the reſt of the officers have not 
Power to impole another upon the Congregation, without her 
choyce, asis cleare by the third Inſtruction, formerly ſhew- 
ing the right ofthe Peoples Election ; but thoſe her owne of- 
ficers have greater authority over her, then any combination of 
Miniſters not yer diſciplinarily ſcrled in ſeverall Congregations. 
Much lefle hath any one Miniſter this power. 

2, For Ordination. Not to diſpute whether ic be the for- 
mall 
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mall Conſtitution of an officer, or the ſolemne approbation 
of him, by the Peoples EleQtion formally conſtitute; 

r. According to Scripture-rule, and thence the Praftice both 
of the Primitive and Reformed Churches, it ought to ſucceed 
the Peoples EleQion; this is cleare fora Paſtor or Teacher to 
a Church gathered, whatſoever may be ſaid for a Teacher by 
office for gathering #Church. "2. + 

2. Be it granted that the People having choſen their offi 
cers, ought to preſent them, (having the opportunity,) to ſome 
approved Miniſters for Impoſition of hands; it mult likewiſe 
be granted, that thoſe Miniſters without juſt exception againſt 
that People or their choyce , ought not to refule the officer ſo 
preſented, . s | 

3. Suppoſing ſuch;Oxdination cannot be had, whether are 
the People to remaine Without” the.publike, miniſtery, and ſo 
without the publike Ordinances GEWant 
doth their election and approbation' Mong anuthis extgency, in- 
veſt with office-power ? Let us indeavouFWrame:ajudocm 
by inſtance of a caſe or two, ll £4 

1, Suppoſe acompany of Saints caſt upgnii e-1(] 
not neare any Churches or Miniſters, andtlifre. | 
their habitations; may they not ; (having; 
them fitted,) ſettle among themſelves a publiki 
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2. Suppoſe a company of People inthe fthe Ro 3 


territories, ſavingly enlightned with the the Go 


that they either ought not,or it could not be obtained, might 
they not without it, ſettle their officers amang themſelves'? 
3.In caſe then that a Congregation ſtands convinced of the true 
Dounds of the;matter of the vifible Church,and the crue confine- 
ment ofdi{cipline to them within thoſe bounds,& hath firPerſons 
forthe publike miniſtry among them,but can not obtain Impoſi- 
tion of hands upon their choyce from Miniſters ſought unto, as: 
diftering in judgemert abour the- matter and diſcipline of the 
Church, Why hath not this Congregation the ſame liberty in 
this caſe, that the others had in the former? 
Objeth. 
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05je#, Here they make themſelves Judges, 

A-ſw, 1. So in the former inſtances. 2. What way foever 
they are in, or what Governement ſoever they are under, ex- 
cept they ſee it with their owne eyes to be according to rule, it 
is but blinde walking, and. blind obedience, and therefore unac- 
ceptable. FREE 

-2=eſt. Incaſe they go wrong, 2nd the miniſtery with other 
Chriſtians againſt them beright, what is tobe done >? 

Anſw. 1. For them," theatre to obey their own conſciences; 
thongh we -cannot fay erring Perſons haye 3 right to obey their 
owne conſciences, yet may we ſay that it is their duty, An erro- 
neous conſcience bindes. | 

2, For the Miniſtry and Orthodox Chriſtiats againſt them ; 
as the Church is to proceed againſt Schiſmaticks, ſo are they 
againſt thoſe, in caſechayrhemlelves. bein a Stace of diſcipline, 
and judge the offence of thatmomentc. -* | 


v/*. Suppolethey. be Tighr, and the Miniſtry and Chriſti- 


i 


mm 


JUS. 
the;miniſtery, &c. (as formerly on the other 
Egduty, though not their right, to proceed as 
todo againſt Schiſmaticks. 
\neregation, it is their duty and their right to 
FFlles che true Church is to hold on her way, 
ufmaticall and hereticall. 


CONSECTARY. 


- 


With more evidenceyet ; AMiniſter conſenting with diverſe 
Chriſtians, nay diverſe Miniſters ſo conſenting, may together 
with thoſe Chriſtians joyning with them, ſettle diſcipline among 
themſelves; Inthis cate here is all intrinſecall power for 
fetling diſcipline, 


FINTS. 
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